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PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


RHODE  ISLAND  IIISTOIIICAL  SOCIETY, 

1883-84. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  January  23, 
1883,  when  Mr.  William  E.  Foster  read  a  paper  on 
"Stephen  Hopkins  and  his  connection  with  the  growth 
of  a  national  sentiment  in  Rhode  Island." 

At  a  meeting  held  I'cbrnary  6.  Dr.  Charles  W.  Par- 
sons read  a  paper  on  "The  early  votaries  of  Natural 
Science  in  Rhode  Island." 

A  meeting  was  held  February  20,  when  a  lecture 
was  delivered  by  Justin  Winsor,  Esq.,  Librarian  of 
Harvard  University,  on  "The  Historical  relations  of 
Latitude  and  Longitude,"  accompanied  by  black-board 
illustrations  of  the  progress  of  discovery  on  the  western 
continent. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  February  27,  to  take 
some  action  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  library  of  the 
late  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett  was 
appointed  to  attend  the  sale  of  the  first  division  of  the 
library,  to  begin  March  13,  and  to  act  for  the  Society  in 
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the  purchase  of  books,  "  under  such  mstructions  as  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  may  give." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  6,  1883,  Hon.  Edwin  C. 
Larned  read  a  paper  on  "The  Chicago  Fire  and  the 
Relief  Work." 

A  meeting  was  held  March  20,  when  a  paper,  pre- 
pared by  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  was  read  by  Dr.  Charles 
W.  Parsons,  which  gave  a  sketch  of  "  The  History  of 
the  Providence  Fire  Department  from  1815  to  1853." 
After  the  reading  of  the  paper,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Carpen- 
ter gave  an  account,  from  his  own  personal  experience, 
of  the  Fire  Department  from  184:3  to  1860.  Dr.  Par- 
sons read  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  a  Providence 
Fire  Company,  formed  in  1771. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening, 
April  3.  Letters  were  read  from  Rev.  George  E.  Ellis, 
D.  D.,  of  Boston,  and  Rev.  Stephen  D.  Peet,  of  Clinton, 
Wisconsin,  in  acceptance  of  the  appointment  respec- 
tively, of  honorary,  and  of  corresponding  member,  of  the 
Society.  Communications  from  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer 
w^ere  read  relative  to  the  Providence  Arcade,  and  the 
Flamilton  Building,  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications. 

The  President  announced  the  appointment  of  Messrs. 
Rowland  Hazard,  Isaac  H.  Southwick,  and  Richmond 
P.  Everett,  as  a  Committee  to  devise  a  plan  to  meet  the 
increasing  expenses  of  the  Society. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Resident 
Members  :  Benjamin  M.  Bosworth,  Jr.,  Warren  ;  Sam- 
uel H.  Cross,  Westerly  ;  and  Messrs.  J.  Edwards  Risley, 
Thomas  R.  Sliccr,  Frederic  Talbot,  and  Charles  H. 
Parkhurst,  Providence. 
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Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons  reported,  in  behalf  of  the 
Committee  on  Publications,  the  issue  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Society  for  1882-83,  at  a  cost  of  |102. 

Hon.  John  H.  Bartlett  submitted  a  report  of  what  he 
had  done  as  the  agent  of  the  Society  at  the  sale  of  the 
library  of  the  late  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  INIr.  Cooke  had 
given  f  5000  to  the  Society,  payable  in  books  to  be  pur- 
chased at  the  sale  of  his  library.  Mr.  Bartlett  pur- 
chased two  hundred  and  eighty-four  volumes  for 
$675.85,  the  volumes  thus  costing  on  an  average  f  2.33 
each. 

Letters  were  read  by  the  Secretary  from  the  l^ibrary 
Committee  tendering  the  resignation  of  their  office,  and 
requesting  that  the  Society  would  fill  the  vacancies  they 
made.  The  resignation  was  accepted,  and  Messrs. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  William  B.  Weeden,  and  Stephen 
H.  Arnold  ^ere  appointed  to    fill   the    vacancies  made. 

A  quarterly  meeting  was  held  July  3,  1883.  Messrs. 
Dyer,  South  wick,  Hammond  and  Gorton  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  attend  a  celebration  at  Fort  Nini- 
gret  in  Charlestown.  Mr.  William  M.  Bailey  read  a 
paper  on  the  history  of  the  Jacob  Whitman  estate  in 
this  city. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Resident  Mem- 
bers :  Messrs.  T.  P.  I.  Goddard,  Thomas  Vernon,  Joseph 
Peace  Vernon,  Charles  B.  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  all  of 
Providence;  also  Lewis  Hamilton  Meader,  of  Warren. 
— Rev.  William  Hague,  D.  D.,  of  Wollaston  Heights, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb,  Editor  of  the  Magazine 
of  American  History,  New  York  ;  and  Justin  Wlnsor, 
Librarian  of  Harvard  University,  were  elected  Corre- 
sponding Members. 
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]Jr.  Charles  W.  Parsons  resigned  his  place  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Pnblications,  and  Prof.  J.  L. 
Lincoln  \vas  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  tlins  made  in 
the  Committee. 

Messrs.  I.  II.  South  wick,  R.  C.  Taft,  Rowland  Haz- 
ard, William  Goddard,  Henry  J.  Steere,  and  Alfred 
Stone,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  the 
matter  of  increasing-  the  accommodations  of  the  Society, 
either  by  an  addition  to  the  north  end  of  the  cabinet,  or 
by  sncli  other  means  as  may  seem  to  them  advisable,  to 
obtain  plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  same,  and 
report  at  a  fntnre  meeting. 

Mr.  Henry  T.  Hrowne,  a  Corresponding  Member 
residing  in  Ncav  York,  read  a  sketch  of  the  life  of 
the  late  Stephen  Whitney  Plienix. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  October  '2,  18(83.  the 
Secretary  reported  letters  received  from  Mi^s.  Martha  J. 
Lamb,  and  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  acknowledging  the 
intelligence  of  their  election  as  Corresponding  Mem- 
bers, and  expressing  their  desire  to  promote,  as  mem- 
bers, the  objects  of  the  Society. 

The  President  called  attention  to  a  Record  of  letters 
received  at  the  Providence  Post  Office  between  October 
6,  1764,  and  July  4,  1775,  the  gift  of  Ex-Governor 
Dyer;  also  the  "History  of  the  Honorable  Artillery 
Company  of  Crreat  Britain  from  its  incorporation  in 
L587,"  in  two  large  8vo.  volumes  ;  "Familiar  Sketches 
of  Phillips  Exeter  Academy ;"  the  "  Lion  Gardiner 
Papers  and  Biography." 

Dr.  George  A.  Pierce  and  James  H.  Olney  were 
elected  Resident  Members,  and  Col.  John  Thomas 
Scharf,  of  Baltimore,  a  Corresponding  jNlember. 
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Mr.  B.  B.  Hammond,  from  a  Committee  appointed  to 
represent  the  Society  at  Fort  Ninigret,  and  also  in  the 
erection  of  the  Canonicus  Monument  in  the  North 
Burial  Ground,  submitted  a  report,  which  was  accepted  ; 
and  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  these  gen- 
tlemen for  their  services.  The  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett 
was  appointed  to  act  for  the  Society  at  future  sales  of 
the  Joseph  J.  Cooke  liibrary,  under  instructions  from 
the  Library  Committe. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons  read  a  copy  of  an  unpub- 
lished letter  of  Roger  Williams,  written  during  the 
Protectorate  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  the  interest  of  law 
and  order  in  the  Providence  Plantations. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  November  7,  1883,  the 
Hon.  Asa  Bird  Gardner,  Judge  Advocate,  U.  S.  A.,  read 
a  paper,  giving  a  sketch  of  the  rise  and  decline  of  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati  in  France  in  the  reign  of  Louis 
XVI.  The  reading  of  the  paper  was  followed  by 
remarks  from  Gen.  Horatio  Rogers,  Gov.  Hoppin,  and 
the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  November  27,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam B.  Weeden  read  a  paper  on  "Indian  Money  in 
New  England  Civilization,"  at  the  conclusion  of  which 
remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  B.  F.  Thurston   and    B. 

B.  Hammond  and  by  the  President. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  December  11,  Mr.  George 

C.  Mason,  Jr.,  of  Newport,  read  a  paper  on  "  Queen 
Anne  or  Free  Classic  Architecture."  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Mason  was  unanimously  passed,  after  remarks  by 
Messrs.  W.  W.  Douglas,  C.  W.  Parsons,  Gov.  Hoppin 
and  by  the  President. 
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The  Sixty-second  annual  meeting  was  held  January 
8,  1884. 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Society  three  letters  : 
the  first  from  Rev.  William  Hague,  D.  D.,  of  New 
York,  accepting  his  appointment  as  Corresponding 
Member  ;  the  second  from  Mr.  James  E.  Mauran,  a 
member  of  the  Society  who  resides  in  Newport,  an-' 
nouncing  the  gift  of  a  portrait  of  his  grandfather,  the 
late  Chief  Justice  Samuel  Eddy,  painted  by  Alexander 
in  1823  ;  the  third  letter  from  the  late  Edwin  M.  Stone, 
presenting  to  the  Society  a  copy  of  his  book  "  Our 
French  Allies." 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  report,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  the  amountof  moneys  received  is 
$859.36,  and  the  amount  paid  is  $833.26,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $26.10.  The  life-membership  fund  amounts 
to  11000. 

The  President  read  his  Annual  Address,  in  which  he 
reviewed  the  work  done  by  the  Society  during  the  year, 
and  rendered  tributes  of  respect  to  deceased  members, 
and  also  called  attention  to  some  of  the  present  needs 
of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Parsons  read  the  report  of  the  Library  Commit- 
tee which,  after  mentioning  what  had  been  done  in  the 
Library,  emphasized  the  need  of  increased  accommoda- 
tions for  the  classification  of  the  Society's  collections. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Resident  Mem- 
bers :  AVilliam  A.  Harris,  William  Gammell,  Jr.,  Rev. 
William  H.  Bo  wen,  Augustus  A.  Wightman,  L)r.  Ariel 
Ballon,  James  Burdick,  Dr.  Charles  V.  Chapin,  Henry 
V.  A.  Joslin,  all  of  Providence  ;  George  C.  Mason,  Jr., 
Newport ;  George  Carmichael,  Richmond. 
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Hon.  John  H.  Stiness  reported  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  PnbUcations,  that  snfficient  material  is  at 
hand  to  constitute  Volume  VII.  of  the  Society's  Collec- 
tions, and  on  motion  it  was  voted,  that  the  Publication 
Committee  is  hereby  authorised  to  publish  Volume  VII. 
of  the  Society's  Collections,  as  soon  as  the  means  of  de- 
fraying the  expense  thereof  are  secured. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Building  and 
Grounds  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  I.  H.  South- 
wick,  and  was  duly  received  and  referred  ;  also  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  George  C.  Mason,  Procurator  for  New- 
port, was  read  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Southwick  reported  in  behalf  of  the  Committee 
on  enlarging  the  Cabinet,  submitting  drawings  of  the 
proposed  enlargement,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost,  amounting  to  f  12, ()()().  The  plan  came  to  the  So- 
ciety with  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee. After  explanation  of  the  plan  by  Mr,  Stone,  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  it  was  by  vote  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Society,  and  the  Committee  were 
authorized  to  raise  the  requisite  funds,  and  then  to 
make  the  improvements  recommended. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  the  following  resolutions 
from  the  Library  Committee  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thunks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  the  Hon. 
John  R.  Bartlett,  for  his  vakiable  services  in  attending  the  auc- 
tion sales  of  the  Cooke  Library,  his  constant  vigiLince  and  ju- 
dicious selection  of  purchases,  as  agent  of  the  Society,  and  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  has  aided  us  in  securing  our  beneficiary 
interest. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  Mr. 
James  Eddy  Mauran  for  the  gift  of  a  life-like  portrait  of  the 
eminent  jurist  and  historian,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Eddy,  LL.  D., 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  honored  officers  of  this  Society.    We 
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shall  cherish  this  portrait  as  a  most  valuable  accession  to  our 
gallery  of  Rhode  Island  worthies. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  Mr. 
Charles  Congdon  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  for  his  valuable  gift  of 
the  Publications  of  the  Bradford  Club,  New  York,  in  eleven 
volumes,  and  for  other  proofs  of  generous  interest  in  our  work. 

The  offieers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  as 
named  on  pages  3  and  4. 

It  was  voted,  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  ($3.00),  be  as- 
sessed upon  each  Resident  Member  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  current  year. 

It  was  also  voted,  that  the  Committee  on  Pubhcations 
be  instructed  to  print  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society  for  the  year  1S83-84,  including 
in  the  same  the  President's  Address,  the  reports  of  the 
Standing  Committees  and  Procurators,  with  authority 
to  print  at  their  discretion  any  papers  that  have  been 
laid  before  the  Society,  provided  the  whole  expense  of 
the  publication  do  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    PRESIDENT.  l3 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society : — 

We  close  to-day  the  sixty-first  year  of  our  existence 
as  a  Society.  In  no  former  year  has  the  Society  en- 
joyed a  larger  prosperity  or  been  able  to  perform  a 
more  important  work  in  promoting  the  objects  which 
our  predecessors  had  in  mind  when  they  formed  it  in 
1822,  This  is  shown  in  the  widening  interest  that  is 
manifested  in  all  historical  pursuits  and  in  the  growing 
sense  of  the'  importance  of  rescuing  from  waste  and 
decay  and  preserving  in  some  safe  j^lace  of  per- 
manent deposit,  everything  that  may  serve,  in  any 
way,  as  material  for  history.  It  is  on  this  account 
that  we  receive  at  our  (Cabinet  a  constantly  increasing 
collection  of  books  and  pamphlets,  of  manuscripts  and 
engravings  and  relics,  and  an  immense  variety  of  ar- 
ticles that  indicate  the  topographical  landmarks  or 
illustrate  the  modes  of  domestic  life,  the  condition  ot 
social  manners  and  morals,  the  styles  of  dress  and  any 
other  characteristics  of  earlier  generations.  During 
the  year  we  have  thus  received  1,006  volumes,  2,176 
pamphlets  and  321:  other  articles,  which  have  been  sent 
to  us  as  worthy  of  a  place  in  a  Historical  Cabinet.  In 
addition  to  these  we  have  also  received  1,295  volumes 
and  85  unbound  pamphlets  as  a  bequest  from  our  late 
fellow-citizen  and  associate,  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  The 
entire  collection  of  Mr.  Cooke  was  carefully  catalogued 
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and  was  offered  for  sale  in  the  city  of  New  York  in 
three  different  parcels.  The  sale  of  each  parcel  occu- 
pied the  afternoons  and  evenings  of  one  week  in 
March,  one  week  in  October,  and  one  week  in  Decem- 
ber. By  a  vote  of  the  Society,  the  Hon.  John  R. 
Bartlett  attended  as  the  representative  of  its  interests 
at  each  of  these  several  sales,  under  such  directions 
as  he  might  receive  from  the  Library  Committee,  and 
the  closing  and  most  important  sale  was  also  attended 
by  Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons,  the  chairman  of  that  Commit- 
tee. The  character  of  these  books  and  the  consider- 
ations which  guided  their  selection  will  be  sufficiently 
set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Library  Committee, 
whose  members  gave  very  careful  attention  to  the 
whole  matter.  The  Society  was  also  very  fortunate 
in  having  Mr.  Bartlett  for  its  purchasing  agent,  for 
he  had  long  been  familiar  with  the  bibliographical 
character  of  the  entire  collection  and  knew  both  the 
original  cost  and  the  present  market  value  of  neai-ly  all 
the  most  important  volumes  which  it  contahied.  Mr. 
Bartlett  also  performed  his  very  valuable  services 
without  cost  to  the  Society. 

In  this  manner,  Mr.  Cooke  has  caused  to  be  distrib- 
uted a  large  collection  of  books,  many  of  them  rare  and 
valuable,  together  amounting  to  $50,000  at  their  auc- 
tion price,  among  ten  New  England  libraries,  of 
which  five  are  in  his  native  State  and  four  are  in  his 
native  city.  The  method  adopted  for  this  purpose  is 
unusual  and  has  attracted  much  attention.  But  it  has 
been  resorted  to  at  least  once  before  by  the  late  Mr. 
George  Brinley  of  Hartford,  who  provided  in  his  will 
for  a  similar  distribution  of  one  of  the  largest  and 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    PRESIDENT.  15 

most  valuable  collections  of  books  on  American  His- 
tory ever  made  in  New  England.  It  would  not  be 
easy  to  point  out  a  simpler  or  more  satisfactory  mode 
which  Mr,  Cooke  coidd  have  selected  for  carrying 
into  effect  his  beneficent  purposes  towards  the  several 
libraries  which  he  desired  to  make  his  beneficiaries. 

Quarterly  meetings  for  the  transaction  of  business 
have  been  regularly  held,  at  which  subjects  of  histor- 
ical interest  have  been  considered  and  discussed.  In 
addition  to  these,  nine  public  meetings  have  been  held 
dui'ing  the  year,  at  which  and  also  at  two  quarterly 
meetings,  papers  relating  to  historical  subjects  have 
been  read.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects  of 
these  papers  and  of  their  authors  : 

I.  Stephen  Hopkins  and  his  connection  with  the 
Growth  of  j^ational  Sentiment  in  Rhode  Island,  by 
Mr.  William  E.  Foster. 

II.  Early  Votaries  of  N^atural  Science  in  Rhode 
Island,  by  Dr.  Charles  AV.  Parsons. 

III.  Relations  of  Latitude  and  Longitude  to  His- 
tory, by  Mr.  Justin  Winsor. 

IV.  The  Chicago  Fire  and  its  Relief  Work,  by  Mr. 
Edwin  C.  Earned. 

V.  The  Early  Fire  Department  of  Providence, 
by  Ex-Governor  Elisha  Dyer. 

VI.  The  Providence  Arcade,  at  a  quai'terly  meet- 
ing, by  Ex-Governor  Elisha  Dyer  ;  also,  The  Effigy 
of  the  "  Turk's  Head"  and  the  Jacob  Whitman  Estate, 
by  Mr.  William  M.  Bailey. 

VII  The  Services  of  the  late  Stephen  Whitney 
Phoenix,  at  a  quartei'ly  meeting,  by  Mr.  Henry  Thayer 
Drowne,  a  correspoiiding  member. 
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YIII.  The  Cincinnati  in  France  in  the  I'eign  of 
Lonis  XVI.,  by  Major  Asa  Bird  Gardner,  a  corres- 
ponding meinl)er. 

IX.  Indian  Money  in  New  EngLand  civiUzation, 
by  Mr.  WilHam  B.  Weeden. 

X.  Qneen  Anne,  or  Free  Chissic  Architectnre, 
by  Mr.  George  C  Mason,  jun. 

These  papers  were  all  carefnlly  prepared  and  were 
listened  to  with  mnch  interest  by  andiences  that  gen- 
erally filled  the  Cabinet  hall.  Fnblic  exercises  of  this 
description,  continned,  as  they  have  been  for  several 
years,  have  now  become  an  important  part  of  the  So- 
ciety's yearly  work.  They  have  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  community  a  great  variety  of  subjects 
relating  both  to  local  and  to  general  histoiy,  and 
have  exerted  an  important  influence  in  creating  a  taste 
for  historical  studies  and  pursuits. 

Xo  result  of  these  newly-developed  tastes  is  more 
striking  than  that  Avhich  is  to  be  found  in  the  forma- 
tion and  services  of  the  Association  of  Veteran  Citi- 
zens for  Historical  Enquiries  which  has  been  formed 
in  Providence.  It  grew  out  of  the  interviews  and 
conversations  of  a  few  elderly  gentlemen  who  took 
pleasure  in  comparing  together  their  personal  recol- 
lections of  the  town  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  their  boy- 
hood. Their  conversations  related  at  first  to  the  spots 
where  certain  famous  liuildings  used  to  stand,  to  the 
wharves  and  water-lines  at  which  gi-eat  ships  used  to 
land  theii-  cargoes,  and  at  length  they  have  extended 
to  almost  every  feature  of  Providence  and  its  environs 
as  they  Avere  early  in  the  present  century,  and  even  to 
tho  traditions  relating  both  to  peo2)le  and  events  w  hich 
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have  come  down  from  still  earlier  periods.    This  Asso- 
ciation now  numbers  about  one  hundred  members,  and 
holds  meetings   every  week,  at  which   is  brought  to- 
gether, alike   in  written  and  in  oi'al  statement,  a  vast 
variety  of  information   as  to  nearly  every   subject  of 
public  interest  relating  to  the  town  and  the  State  in 
the  generations   preceding  our  own.     By  its  agency 
many  interesting    historical   memoranda    have    been 
brought  to  light,  and  important  historical  papers  have 
been  prepared  for  publication,  some   of  which  have 
been  deposited  in  our  own  archives.     It  is,  of  course, 
not  to  be  claimed  that  all  such  recollections  of  the 
distant  past,  Avhether  relating  to  persons  or  to  places, 
are   possessed  of  strict  historical  accuracy,  but  when 
skillfully  used  by  those   who  know  how  to  estimate 
historical  probabilities,  they  cannot  fail  to  render  as- 
sistance more  or  less  important,  in  every  endeavor  to 
reproduce  our  ancient  town  as  it  was  when  peopled 
by  the  ancestors  of  its  present  inhabitants.     For  the 
purpose  of  ])romoting  the  objects  of  their  Association, 
these  vetei'an  citizens  obtained  from  this  Society,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  committee  on  the  library,  the 
loan  of  the  Drop-Scene  of  the  Old  Providence  Thea- 
tre, which   presents  a  view  of  the  town   as   it  was  in 
1809-10.     They  retained  it  on  free  exhibition  for  sev- 
eral weeks  of  the  last  Summer,  during  which  it  was 
visited  by  many  hundreds  of  people  who  gazed  with 
singuhu-  surprise  on   the  narrow  dimensions   and  un- 
developed   condition    which    Providence    presented 
three-cpiarters  of  a  century  ago. 

I  have  referi-ed  to  this  Association  of  Veteran  Citi- 
zens which  has  been  formed  in  Providence,  not  only 
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on  account  of  the  useful  service  it  is  rendering  in  cre- 
ating an  interest  in  local  history,  but  also  that  I  may 
express  the  hope  that  its  good  example  will  be  fol- 
lowed in  other  towns  of  the  State,  in  so  many  of  which 
local  history  has  been  greatly  neglected.  The  Associ- 
ation here  had  its  origin  in  the  public-spirited  exertions 
of  a  single  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  our  mem- 
bers residing  in  Newport,  or  if  preferred,  the  local 
Historical  Society  of  that  city,  would  render  a  very 
important  service  if  they  would  take  some  measures  to 
obtain  from  the  elderly  citizens  of  that  ancient  capital 
such  information  as  they  may  possess  of  the  localities 
and  the  people  that  were  conspicuous  in  a  former 
generation.  The  same  ought  also  to  be  done  in  others 
of  the  older  towns  of  the  State  where  it  has  not  been 
already  done.  In  other  States  of  N'ew  England,  and 
to  a  great  extent  in  New  York,  the  history  of  nearly 
every  old  town  has  been  carefully  written  by  compe- 
tent hands.  This  work  has  been  done  in  only  a  few 
of  the  towns  in  Rhode  Island,  and  in  many  of  them 
the  materials  for  doing  it  are  rapidly  disappearing. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  interesting  events 
in  connection  with  the  American  Indians  in  several 
different  parts  of  the  country.  The  most  conspicuous 
of  these  is  the  establishment  of  comparatively  peace- 
ful relations  ])etween  the  Government  and  j^eople  of 
the  United  States  and  the  wild  tribes  that  still  roam 
the  plains  of  the  distant  AVest.  So  promising  have 
these  relations  now  become,  that  the  General  of  the 
Army  as  he  was  retiring  from  active  service  declared 
that  the  days  of  Indian  wars  are  past  and  gone.     Let 
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US  hope  that  he  is  not  too  sanguine  in  his  declaration. 
Considerable  progress  has  also  been  made  in  bringing 
about  a  radical  change  in  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment towards  all  the  aboriginal  tribes  within  the 
domain  of  the  republic.  The  original  mistake  of 
recognizing  them  as  independent  nations  with  which 
treaties  were  to  be  made  that  coiild  not  be  fulfilled, 
has  been  in  a  great  measure  abandoned.  It  will  re- 
quire, however,  a  long  time  to  do  away  with  its  evil 
consequences  and  to  reduce  the  Indians  of  the  whole 
country  from  their  anomalous  condition,  partly  of  in- 
dependent tribes  and  pai-tly  of  wards  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  that  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  they 
must  ultimately  become.  Much  ethnological  investi- 
gation is  also  now  devoted  to  the  Indians  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  many  of  those  problems  relating  to 
them  which  have  hitherto  been  deemed  insoluble,  will 
at  no  distant  day  find  a  solution.  Meanwhile  Chris- 
tian philanthrophy  is  exerting  itself  more  than  ever 
before  to  reclaim  them  from  their  barbarism  and  to 
teach  them  the  religion  of  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  to  all  men. 

Among  the  fruits  of  recent  researches  j-elating  to 
the  American  aborigines,  the  Society  has  received 
from  the  author,  Dr.  Daniel  G.  Brinton  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  is  one  of  our  Corresponding  Members,  a 
volume  entitled  "  Aboriginal  American  Authors  and 
their  Productions:  especially  those  in  the  native  lan- 
guages. A  Chapter  in  the  History  of  Literature." 
It  was  prepared  to  be  read  at  the  International  Con- 
gress of  Antiquarian  Research,  held  in  Copenhagen 
in  August,  1883.     It  is  an  intei-esting  and  suggestive 
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contribution  to  om-  knoAvledge  of  the  capabilties  of  the 
aboriginal  mind,  of  the  structures  of  aboriginal  lan- 
guages and  (jf  the  various  forms  of  literature  which 
they  contain,  together  with  notices  of  authors  and  their 
works.  Dr.  Brinton  is  also  the  editor  of  a  series  of  vol- 
umes relating  to  Indian  Archjeology,  of  which,  the  two 
which  have  thus  far  l)een  published,  are  of  special 
importance.  The  first  is  the  fruit  of  his  own  re- 
searches, and  describes  the  Naya  language  which  w^as 
once  spoken  in  Yucatan,  and  is  deemed  an  important 
key  to  the  languages  of  Central  America.  The  second 
is  entitled  "  The  Iro({uois  Book  of  Rites,"  by  Mr. 
Hoi'atio  Hale.  It  contains,  as  an  introduction,  a  cai'e- 
fully  prepared  account  of  the  Iroquois  Indians.  Re- 
searches such  as  these,  can  scai'cely  fail  to  assist  us 
in  solving  the  i)roblems  which  ])ertain  to  Indian  civil- 
ization and  in  pre])aring  the  way  in  which  the  rem- 
nants of  the  aboriginal  race,  like  the  immigrants  that 
come  to  us  from  every  continent  of  the  globe,  are  at 
length  to  be  mingled  with  the  mass  of  the  American 
people  under  common  institutions  and  laws,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  controlling  forces  of  Christian  civilization. 
In  our  own  State,  during  the  past  year,  public  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  voluntary  extinction  of  one 
of  the  most  powerful  oi'  the  Indian  tribes  that  occupied 
New  England  at  the  period  of  its  settlement  by  the 
English.  At  the  January  Session  of  1880,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  took  the  initiatory  step  for  abolishing 
the  tribal  existence  of  the  Narragansett  Indians, 
who  to  a  certain  extent  had  maintained,  under  the 
protection  of  the  State,  a  separate  organization  of 
their  own  at  their  ancient  seat  in  the  town  of  Charles- 
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town.  Their  country,  once  extending  over  more  than 
half  the  State,  had  been  reduced  to  a  Reservation  of 
a  thousand  acres  l3^ing  ai'ound  the  ancient  Dutch  re- 
doubt known  as  Fort  Ninegret.  Their  numbers  had 
dwindled  to  less  than  four  hundred  persons  of  all  ages, 
of  whom  very  few — perhaps  not  one — were  of  pure  In- 
dian blood,  while  several  of  them  appeared  to  be  little 
else  than  merely  honorary  members  of  the  tribe.  A 
commission  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  and  by  the 
agency  of  its  members,  with  the  full  consent  of  the 
Indians,  their  tribal  existence  was  to  be  sui'rendered 
on  the  payment  of  $5,000  by  the  State.  The  day  fixed 
for  the  consummation  of  this  agreement  was  the 
twenty-first  of  August,  1883.  The  occasion  was 
marked  by  appropriate  ceremonies  on  the  part  of  the 
State  authorities,  Avhich  took  place  at  Fort  Ninegret. 
At  the  invitation  of  the  Commission  this  Society  was 
represented  by  a  committee  composed  of  the  Hon. 
Elisha  Dyer  and  Messrs.  Isaac  H.  Southwick,  B.  B. 
Hammond  and  Charles  Gorton.  The  scene,  though 
humble  and  remote,  was  fitted  to  recall  to  the  people 
of  the  State  the  days  when  the  exiled  fathers  of  Rhode 
Island  first  came  in  contact  with  this  then  powerful 
tribe  and  when  they  experienced  from  the  greatest 
and  noblest  of  its  Chiefs  the  hospitality  and  kindness 
which  had  been  denied  to  them  by  their  brethren  in 
Massachusetts,  In  no  other  colony  in  New  England, 
and  if  we  except  Pennsylvania,  in  no  other  colony  in 
America,  did  the  early  English  settlers  receive  from 
the  aboriginal  occupants  of  the  soil,  the  friendly  ofld- 
ces  and  the  humane  treatment  which  were  accorded 
to  the,  founders  of  Providence   by  the  Narragansett 
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Chiefs,  Canonieus  and  Miantonomi.  The  long  for- 
bearance of  the  State  in  .sanctioning-  the  continued  tri- 
bal existence  and  authority  of  this  dwindled  and 
demoralized  race,  is  to  he  ascribed  in  a  large  degree, 
to  the  kindly  memory  of  those  early  days,  which  has 
been  cherished  among  the  jjeople  of  Rhode  Island. 

A  few  weeks  subsequent  to  the  interesting  event  to 
which  I  have  just  referred,  another  opportunity  was 
unexpectedly  alforded  to  the  Society  for  expressing 
its  interest  in  the  historical  memories  connected  with 
the  iSrarragansett  Indians.  In  the  progress  of  some 
sewer  excavations  then  going  on  in  South  Main  Street, 
a  large  boulder  was  unearthed  for  w^hich  the  city 
officials  in  charge  had  no  use.  It  immediately  occurred 
to  the  Rev.  Frederic  Denison,  that  this  stone  was  of 
the  character  Avhich  had  often  been  mentioned  in  this 
Society  as  suitable  to  commemorate  the  early  Indian 
Chiefs  of  Rhode  Island.  It  was  like  that  which  had 
been  set  up  at  Mount  Hope  in  memory  of  King  Philip 
and  also  like  that  which  had  so  recently  been  placed 
in  the  Old  Reservation  at  Fort  Ninegret.  He  imme- 
diately obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  North  P)urial  Ground,  who  readily  set  ai)art  a  spot 
in  that  enclosure  suitable  for  its  reception.  With  the 
assistance  of  a  few  citizens  who  approved  the  design, 
the  expenses  were  paid  of  moving  the  stone  to  the 
designated  spot  and  preparing  it  for  the  office  it  was 
to  fulfill.  It  was  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  that 
a  request  Avas  made  to  me  that  the  Khode  Island  His- 
torical Society  would  accejit  the  preparation  and  di- 
rection of  such  public  exercises  as  might  properly  be 
held   for  setting  apart  this  stone   to  the  memory  of 
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Canonicus,  the  Indian  Chief,  who  more  than  any  other 
befriended  the  ilhistrions  fonnder  of  the  State.  The 
request  was  so  much  in  harmony  with  the  antecedents 
and  sjDirit  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  so  proper  in  itself, 
that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  assume  the  authority  of 
complying  with  it.  I  accordingly  requested  the  same 
gentlemen  who  had  so  recently  represented  the  Soci- 
ety at  Fort  Ninegret  to  prepare  the  exercises  and  take 
charge  of  the  occasion  now  proposed.  They  very 
kindly  complied  with  the  request  and  performed  the 
service  with  excellent  judgment  and  with  eminent 
success.  The  occasion  was  honored  by  the  presence 
of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  other  officers  of  the 
city  government,  and  also  by  the  members  of  the  In- 
dian Commission.  The  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  this  Society,  presided  over  the 
exercises.  An  address  on  the  character  and  services 
of  Canonicus  was  delivered  by  General  Horatio  Rog- 
ers and  a  poem  by  the  Rev.  Frederic  Denison.  The 
memorial  stone,  which  had  been  unveiled  by  Moses 
B.  Prophet,  a  ^arragansett  Indian,  was  formally  pre- 
sented with  an  appropriate  address,  by  Mr.  B.  B. 
Hammond  to  the  Mayor  of  Providence  by  whom  it 
was  accepted  in  behalf  of  the  city.  The  Rev.  T.  Ed- 
win Brown,  D.  D.  officiated  as  chaplain  and  hymns 
were  sung  by  a  select  choir  of  pupils  of  the  High 
School.  The  occasion  was  one  of  extraordinary  in- 
terest and  aftbrded  great  satisfaction  to  a  large  assem- 
bly of  citizens  who  came  to  participate  in  it.  The 
exercises  have  been  ])rinted  and  the  modest  pamphlet 
that  contains  them  w^ill  convey  to  distant  generations 
the  origin  and  meaning  of  the  unshapen  stone  which 
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stands  apart  in  our  City   Campo  Santo,  and  bears  the 
solitary  but  unforgotteii  name  of  Canonicus. 

On  two  still  more  recent  occasions  of  ev-en  wider  his- 
torical interest  has  the  Society  been  invited  to  partici- 
pate in  the  public  ceremonies  with  which  events  of 
national  importance  were  celebrated.  Thiise  were 
the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  tlie  Evacuation  of  the 
City  of  New  York  by  the  British  troops,  November 
26,  1783,  also  on  the  same  day  the  Unveiling  of  the 
Statue  of  Washington,  erected  on  the  spot  on  which  he 
stood  when  lie  first  took  the  oath  of  office  as  President  of 
the  United  States.  1'he  invitation  for  the  former  was 
received  from  the  New  York  Historical  S  )ciety — that  for 
the  latter  from  the  Ciiamber  of  Commerce  of  tlie  State 
of  New  York.  Tlie  Society  was  represented  on  each  of 
these  occasions  by  Messrs.  Thomas  Vernon,  Ivichmond 
P.  Everett  and  Henry  T.  Beckwith,  and  at  the  latter  a 
historical  discourse  of  singular  eloquence  and  power 
was  delivered  by  Mr.  George  ^Villiam  Curtis,  a  dis- 
tinguished son  of  Rhode  Island  long  resident  in  New 
York.  With  these  magnificent  celebrations  closed  the 
centennial  conuuemorations  connected  with  the  War  of 
Independence.  There  is  one  other  event  of  whose  cen- 
tennial return  we  were  reminded  by  the  special  procla- 
mation of  the  Pr(>sident  of  the  Ignited  States.  This  was 
the  resignation  of  his  commission  bv  the  victorious 
C'Ommander-in-Chicf  of  the  American  Armies  at  the 
close  of  the  revolution,  an  event,  Avhich,  though  it  was 
celebrated  with  no  noisy  demonstrations,  yet  in  simple 
grandeur  towers  aboAC  them  all,  while  as  an  illustration 
of  exalted  character,  I  may  almost  say,  it  stands  alone 
in  human  history. 
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In  this  long  series  of  centennial  observances  which 
began  eight  years  ago,  the  American  people  have  been 
drawn  more  than  ever  before  to  study  the  great  events 
of  their  own  history,  to  meditate  anew  on  the  work  of 
the  founders  of  the  republic,  to  consider  how  it  is  that 
exalted  national  character  is  to  be  formed  and  a  great 
national  destiny  is  to  be  secured.  It  is  thus  that  we  arc 
to  learn  how  in  this  portion  of  the  earth  which  Provi- 
dence has  assigned  to  us  we  may  at  length  create  a  new 
civilization  of  guaranteed  freedom  and  legal  equality, 
more  triumphant  over  nature,  more  productive  of  all 
that  is  righteous  and  humane,  of  all  that  is  peaceful  and 
just,  of  all  that  is  grand  and  heroic,  than  man  has  else- 
where attained.  Five  years  from  now  will  come  still 
another  centennial  anniversary — that  of  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  National  Government  under  the  Constitution 
— an  event  most  momentous  in  its  bearings  on  all  that 
we  have  become  and  on  all  that  we  hope  to  be.  That 
constitution  is  the  grandest  achievement  of  American 
statesmanship,  and  its  adoption  and  continued  mainten- 
ance is  the  most  honorable  triumph  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. No  one  of  the  original  thirteen  States  has  received 
so  many  advantages  from  the  Constitution  as  Rhode 
Island,  tardy  though  she  was  in  accepting  it.  It  has 
proved  to  be  the  perpetual  protector  of  the  small  States. 
When  its  hundreth  anniversary  shall  arrive  let  us  hope 
that  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  will  commemorate  it 
in  a  manner  which  shall  show  their  appreciation,  not 
only  of  the  blessings  which  were  secured,  but  also  of 
the  calamities  which  were  averted  h\  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  by  their  distrustful  and  reluctant  an- 
cestors.    That  transaction    not    only    retained    for    the 
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State  a  place  in  the  Union,  but  it  saved  her  from  dis- 
memberment and  destruction.  The  idea  that  she  could 
exist  as  a  separate  commonwealth,  independent  and 
sovereign,  was  the  dream  of  ignorance  and  infatuation 
which  even  now  it  is  humiliating  to  recall. 

Of  the  contributions  which  have  been  made  to  our 
local  history  during  the  year,  I  take  special  pleasure  in 
mentioning  the  Tract  written  by  our  honored  associate, 
Chief  Justice  Uurfee,  entitled,  "  Gleanings  from  the 
Judicial  History  of  Rhode  Island,"  which  forms  the 
eighteenth  volume  of  Mr,  Rider's  series  of  Historical 
Tracts.  This  charming  monograph  is  of  much  greater 
interest  and  importance  than  its  modest  title  is  fitted  to 
suggest.  It  is,  in  reality,  a  sketch  of  the  State  Judiciary 
from  its  early  condition  of  humiliating  dependence  on 
the  legislature  to  its  present  supremacy  in  all  matters 
of  both  equity  and  law.  Few  people,  I  think,  are  aware 
of  the  degradation  to  which  the  judicial  authority  was 
here  subjected.  In  no  other  American  colony  did  the 
legislature  arrogate  to  itself,  to  so  great  an  extent,  both 
the  judicial  and  the  executive  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  exercise  such  unrestricted  control  over  the  in- 
terests and  rights  of  society.  It  assumed  at  its  will 
many  of  the  functions  alike  of  the  Governor  and  of  the 
courts.  At  one  time  it  constituted  its  own  upper  house, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Colony,  and  at  all  times  it  re- 
garded every  court  that  existed  as  its  own  servant 
rather  than  the  servant  of  the  State.  It  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  overrule  its  decisions  and,  at  least  in  one  mem- 
orable instance,  its  lower  house  summoned  to  its  bar 
the  entire  bench  of  live  justices  and  required  them  to 
give  reasons  for  their  judicial  decision.     Down  to  1780, 


At)DKESS    OF    THE    IMiKSlDENT.  27 

when  the  practice  was  prohibited  by  law,  the  same  per- 
sons often  sat  as  members  of  the  Assembly  and  as 
judges  on  the  bench.  So  late  as  1774  and  1775,  Stephen 
Hopkins,  the  most  distinguished  man  of  the  time,  was 
not  only  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  but 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Assembly  and  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Colony,  all  at  the  same  time.  From  1770  to 
1778,  Metcalf  Bowler  was  Speaker  of  the  lower  house 
of  the  Assembly  and  either  Associate  or  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court.  In  the  present  Constitution  which  was 
adopted  in  1843,  judicial  power  is  vested  in  the  courts 
in  precisely  the  same  words  as  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  But  for  thirteen  years  under  sanction 
of  the  bad  precedents  of  earlier  times,  the  General  As- 
sembly still  continued  to  arrogate  the  judicial  powers  it 
had  so  long  exercised.  The  practice  was  pronounced 
unconstitutional  in  18.56,  but  even  then  the  Justices 
who  united  in  the  opinion,  were  threatened  with  re- 
moval for  presuming  to  declare  a  proceeding  of  the  leg- 
islature unconstitutional.  The  Tract  is  also  enlivened 
with  personal  sketches  and  anecdotes  relating  to  the 
modes  of  judicial  proceeding,  the  judges  and  the  lawyers 
of  former  generations. 

The  paper  read  before  this  Society  in  1881,  by  the 
Hon.  William  P.  Sheffield,  on  "The  Privateers  of  Rhode 
Island,"  and  that  read  in  1882  by  Mr.  Royal  C.  Taft  on 
"  The  Introduction  of  the  Woolen  Manufacture  in  the 
United  States,"  have  been  published  by  their  authors. 

The  most  considerable  volume  relating  to  Rhode 
Island  history  which  has  been  published  during  the  year 
is  entitled  "Our  French  Allies,"  by  the  late  Rev.  Edwin 
Martin  Stone,  and  it  came  to  us  almost  simultaneously 
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with  tidings  of  the  lamented  death  of  its  industrious 
and  painstaking  author.  Mr.  Stone  Avas  for  thirty-six 
years  a  member  of  this  Society  and  its  published  pro- 
ceedings bear  ample  testimony  to  the  variety  and  ex- 
tent of  his  researches  in  local  history.  In  preparing 
this,  his  latest  work,  he  was  still  engaged  upon  his  fa- 
vorite theme,  the  Annals  of  Rhode  Island  ;  for  it  was 
here  that  the  army  and  navy  of  France  first  mingled  in 
the  struggle  for  American  Independence.  He  has 
gathered  into  a  volume  of  more  than  six  hundred  pages, 
a  vast  amount  of  historical  material,  not  only  about  the 
military  services  and  movements  of  the  French,  but  also 
about  the  affairs  of  the  State  and  of  the  country.  It 
introduces  the  reader  into  the  social  life  in  which  the 
cavaliers  of  France  were  accustomed  to  mingle,  especi- 
ally in  Newport  and  Providence.  It  traces  the  sites  of 
their  encampments  and  the  routes  of  their  marches  and 
gives  the  names  of  the  families  of  the  State  by  whom  they 
were  received  and  entertained  on  terms  of  intimacy. 
Indeed  one  is  almost  embarrassed  by  the  number  and 
variety  of  the  subjects  brought  to  his  attention  as  well 
as  of  the  persons,  both  public  and  private,  whose  names 
it  contains  and  whose  characters  it  describes  ;  nor  does 
it  end  with  the  period  when  Frenchmen  were  here  as 
soldiers,  but  it  describes  with  almost  equal  fullness,  the 
coming  of  the  representatives  of  France  in  1881,  to  join 
in  the  centennial  celebration  at  Yorktown,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  received  in  the  State  where 
their  ancestors  had  been  so  hospitably  quartered  a  hun- 
dred years  before.  The  volume  also,  beyond  any  other 
with  which  I  am  acquainted,  abounds  in  pictorial  illus- 
trations    of   the  historical    spots   and    famous    men   of 
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Rhode  Island,  both  the  living  and  the  dead.  While  show- 
ing traces  of  the  advanced  age  of  the  author  it  will  still 
be  much  resorted  to  as  a  mine  of  information  and  sug- 
gestion by  those  who  may  seek  to  reproduce,  either  in 
history  or  in  tiction,  the  scenes  and  characters  of  the  in- 
teresting period  to  which  it  relates. 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  six  Resident  Mem- 
bers of  the  Society  have  been  removed  by  death.  They 
are  George  Francis  Wilson,  the  Hon.  ^^'illiam 
Greene,  Albert  'i'imothy  Elliott,  Henry  Lewis  Kendall, 
the  Rev.  Edwin  Martin  Stone,  and  the  Rev.  Comfort 
Edwin  Barrows,  D.  D.  Brief  notices  of  these,  our  de- 
ceased associates,  have  been  prepared  and  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Annual  Proceedings  of  the  Society. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  I  made  incidental  refer- 
ence to  the  necessity,  which  was  already  apparent,  for 
the  enlargement  of  our  Cabinet  building.  The  acces- 
sions more  recently  made  to  our  collections  of  books  and 
articles  of  historical  interest  have  rendered  this  necessity 
more  pressing  than  was  then  anticipated.  At  the  quar- 
terly meeting  in  July,  a  vote  was  adopted  that  a  com- 
mittee be  apointed  to  prepare  plans  for  such  an  enlarge- 
ment as  may  be  required  for  the  present  and  prospective 
needs  of  the  Society,  and  Messrs.  Southwick,  Taft, 
Hazard,  Goddard,  Steere  and  Stone  were  appointed  to 
constitute  the  committee.  They  presented  a  partial  re- 
port at  the  quarterly  meeting  in  October,  and  they  are 
prepared  to  report  in  full  at  the  present  time.  I  hope 
that  this  proposed  enlargement  will  receive  the  careful 
consideration  of  the  Society,  and  that  it  will  also  secure 
the  approval  of  all  our  fellow-citizens  who  are  interested 
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ill  (lie  liberal    objects    Avhich   we   are   engaged   in    pro- 
moting. 

The  lot  on  which  the  bnilding  stands  was  the  gener- 
ous gift  of  the  late  Ixichard  Waterman,  one  of  our  earli- 
est members,  to  whom  it  had  descended  by  inheritance 
from  an  ancestor  bearing  the  same  name,  who  was 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Providence.  This  building  which 
was  erected  in  184-1:,  was  built  by  subscriptions  obtained 
from  the  public.  The  lot  remains  still  adequate  to  all 
our  wants,  but  the  building  proves  to  be  too  restricted 
for  the  i»rowini2-  collections  and  the  increasino-  work  of 
the  Society,  and  now  at  the  end  of  forty  years  we  are 
compelled  to  ask  the  assistance  of  our  friends  in  extend- 
ing its  dimensions.  I  hope  we  shall  not  ask  in  vain. 
The  services  which  the  Society  has  rendered  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  in  these  forty  years,  have  not  only  justi- 
fied the  liberality  which  was  then  expended  in  its  be- 
half, but  they  have  done  something.  I  think,  to  entitle 
it  to  a  repetition  of  that  liberality  for  meeting  its  present 
necessities.  It  is  the  only  Society  in  Kliode  Island 
which  attempts  to  preserve  the  diversified  objects  which 
may  illustrate  the  manners,  the  modes  of  life,  and  the 
characteristic  spirit  of  former  generations.  Planted 
here,  in  the  friendly  neighborhood  of  the  University,  it 
is  itself  an  institution  of  public  education.  It  inculcates 
reverence  for  the  past  as  the  parent  of  the  present  ;  it 
cultivates  respect  for  ancestry,  and  is  always  ready  to 
encourage  and  assist  all  researches  into  the  origin  and  his- 
tor}'  of  families  ;  it  aims  especially  to  diffuse  a  taste  for 
historical  studies  which,  more  than  any  others,  enlarge 
and  liberalize  the  minds  of  a  people  ;  it  also  gathers 
materials  of  evtn-v  kind,  from  which   the    historian  mav 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LIBRARY.  31 

prepare  the  history  of  the  State  and  set  forth  th<;  re- 
lations which  that  history  sustains  to  the  more  compre- 
hensive annals  of  the  republic.  From  its  members  and 
its  friends,  from  all  who  appreciate  higli  and  generous 
purposes  such  as  these,  the  Society  now  solicits  tlie  as- 
sistance it  needs  in  carrying  forward  and  in  enlarging 
the  honorable  and  useful  work  in  which  it  is  engaged. 


REPORT    0¥    THE    COMMITTEE    OX    THE 
LIBRARY. 


The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  present 
their  annual  report : 

The  members  of  this  Committee  who  were  elected  at 
the  annual  meeting,  January  f),  1^83,  resigned  this 
appointment,  by  a  comnuuiication  dated  March  1.  At 
the  next  regular  meeting,  April  '-].  their  resignation  was 
accepted,  and  the  undersigned  were  appointed  in  their 
stead.  Our  term  of  service,  therefore,  includes  only 
thi'ee-fourths  of  the  year,  while  this  report  covers  the 
whole  period  since  the  annual  meeting,  at  which  time 
a  full  and  able  report  was  submitted  by  our  predeces- 
sors. 

The  Hon.  Amos  Perry  was  found  in  performance  of 
the  duties  of  Librarian,  and  has  been  continued  in  that 
position.  Your  Committee  desire  to  record  their  liigli 
estimate  of  his  fidelity  and  diligence. 
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This  Committee  has  charge  of  receiving  and  disburs- 
ing the  money  appropriated  by  the  General  Assembly, 
to  meet  the  expense  of  custody,  arrangement  and  care 
of  documents.  This  money,  amounting  to  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year,  has  been  duly  drawn  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments, and  applied  to  the  compensation  of  our  Libra- 
rian. 

The  library  building  has  been  kept  open  for  five  and 
a  half  hours  a  day  on  week  days,  except  that  the  Libra- 
rian has  been  permitted  to  close  it  on  Saturday  after- 
noons, and  was  also  allowed  a  vacation  of  two  weeks  in 
August. 

The  Cabinet  has  been  more  than  ever  before  the 
resort  of  members  and  other  persons  engaged  in  histor- 
ical, genealogical  and  legal  researches.  It  has  been 
visited  by  persons  from  various  parts  of  our  State  and 
country,  some  of  whom  are  doubtless  drawn  by  curi- 
osity ;  but  a  majority,  it  is  presumed,  come  because  they 
are  interested  in  the  objects  for  w^hich  this  Society  was 
founded.  Members  of  kindred  institutions  in  neighbor- 
ing states,  and  in  the  far  west,  have  come  to  learn  and 
report  what  we  are  doing,  and  how  we  are  carrying  for- 
ward our  work,  and  scAcral  A\'ritten  inquiries  have  been 
made  to  the  same  effect. 

The  number  of  books  issued  from  the  library  the  last 
year  is  more  than  double  that  of  any  previous  year. 
Among  the  duties  devolving  on  the  Librarian  are  these  : 
to  record  and  acknowledge  gifts  to  the  library  ;  to  keep 
an  account  of  exchanges  with  corresponding  institu- 
tions ;  to  note  books  issued  and  returned  ;  to  conduct 
correspondence,  and  to  answer  oral  inquiries.  Perhaps 
tlie  most  important  of  all  his   duties   at   present  is   to 
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properly  index,  classify  and  catalogue  books,  and  vol- 
umes of  pamphlets  and  manuscripts.  In  this  work, 
marked  progress  has  been  made.  Many  pamphlet-vol- 
umes and  some  manuscript-volumes  have  been  indexed. 
More  than  three  thousand  books  have  been  catalogued 
and  nearly  as  many  pamphlets.  The  want  of  shelf- 
room  prevents  the  best  classitication  and  arrangement. 
The  system  of  cataloguing  is  by  cards,  each  giving  the 
shelf-number.  Your  Committee  have  tested  the  accu- 
racy with  which  it  has  been  carried  out,  and  have  found 
^ery  few  errors  or  omissions. 

The  additions  to  the  lil)rary  and  cabinet,  from  the 
usual  sources,  amount,  according  to  record,  to  3,506  ; 
of  which  1,006  may  be  classed  as  bound  volumes  ; 
'2,1 7()  as  pamphlets,  and  '3*2-4  as  miscellaneous,  includ- 
ing pictures  and  engravings,  and  all  sorts  of  rehcs  and 
curiosities.  This  enumeration  is  exclusive  of  books 
derived  from  the  bequest  of  our  late  associate,  Mr. 
Joseph  J.  Cooke,  Avhich  will  be  noticed  separately  ; 
also  of  duplicates  intended  merely  to  serve  as  material 
for  exchange,  and  Rhode  Island  newspapers  and  docu- 
ments, which  are  property  of  the  State  placed  here  for 
safe  keeping.  There  are  various  sources  of  uncertain- 
ity  in  tliis  count  of  accessions,  and  the  exact  numbers 
are  of  little  importance. 

Among  the  bound  l)ooks  most  a})propriate  to  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Society,  which  have  been  added  during  the 
year,  we  may  name  the  following :  the  third  volume  of 
Mr.  George  AV".  Greene's  Life  of  General  Nathanael 
Greene.  Historical  Studies  by  the  same  author,  (1850). 
The  Papers  and  Biography  of  I^ionel  Gardiner,  with  an 
appendix    by    Curtis    C.    Gardiner,    St.    Louis,    1883. 
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D ring's  Recollections  of  Jersey  Prison-ship,  by  Albert 
G.  Greene,  one  of  a  hundred  copies  of  a  reprint. 
Upham's  early  Ivcctures  on  Witchcraft,  (1832,)  and  his 
elaborate  and  classical  monograph  on  Witchcraft  and 
Salem  Village,  2  volumes,  1867.  The  Quaker  Inva- 
sion of  Massachusetts,  by  R.  P.  Hallowell,  1883.  Pio- 
neers of  Ohio,  by  Samuel  P.  Hildreth.  Rev.  Jonathan 
Mayhew's  famous  sermon  on  Unlimited  Submission  and 
Non-resistance  to  the  Higher  Powers,  preached  in  Bos- 
ton, January  30,  1750,  and  printed  in  that  year.  Col- 
lections of  Epitaphs  in  the  old  burial-grounds  at  Block 
Island,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  Fishkill,  N.  Y.  Antique 
Views  of  Boston,  1882.  Cxroton  during  the  Indian 
Wars,  and  two  other  works  on  the  early  history  of  Gro- 
ton,  Mass.  History  of  the  Greek  revolution,  by  Dr. 
Samuel  G.  Howe,  1828.  Genealogies  of  the  families  of 
Bliss,  Peirce,  Folsom,  Bedford,  Andrews,  Pigot,  Bedford, 
Hawkins,  Wendell,  Parkhurst,  &c.  Canada  in  the  sev- 
enteeth  century,  from  the  French  of  Pierre  Roucher, 
Montreal,  1883.  Three  volumes  of  Una,  edited  by  the 
late  Mrs.  Paulina  Wright  Davis,  Providence,  1853-55. 
Seventeen  volumes  of  the  Free- Will  Baptist  Quarterly, 
1853-1869,  the  earlier  volumes  published  in  Providence. 
Documentary  History  of  New  York,  in  4  vols,  octavo. 
A  lithographic  reprint  of  "An  Historical  and  Geographi- 
cal Account  of  the  Province  and  County  of  Pennsilva- 
nia  and  of  West  New  Jersey,  by  Gabriel  Thomas,"  Lon- 
don, 1698.  New  York  City  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, 1861,  containing  a  map  of  the  city,  1766-67. 
Aboriginal  American  Authors,  and  their  productions, 
&c.  by  Daniel  G.  Brinton,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia, 
1883. 
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The  following  work  deserves  special  notice:  History 
of  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company  of  London,  in 
two  fine  octavo  volumes,  by  Captain  G.  A.  Raikes,  pre- 
sented by  the  author. 

The  family  of  our  late  President  Zachariah  Allen, 
have  presented  numerous  copies  of  a  Memorial  of  him, 
prepared  at  their  retpicst  by  our  Secretary.  This  offer- 
ing of  pious  affection,  commemorating  an  eminently  use- 
ful life,  is  received  with  tender  interest  and  gratitude. 
We  have  also  to  acknowledge  a  Memorial  of  the  late 
John  Barstow,  Esq.,  given  us  by  his  family. 

We  must  particularly  notice  the  gift  of  eleven  vol- 
umes of  the  Publications  of  the  Bradford  Club  in 
Kew  York,  received  fi-om  Mr.  Charles  Congdon,  of 
Brooklyn.  These  volumes  preserve  documents  of 
historical  value,  or  literary  productions  which  are  now 
scarce.  The  gift  deserves  especial  notice  from  our 
Society. 

The  latest  donation,  but  just  come  to  hand,  is  the 
work  of  our  late  associate,  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone. 
It  was  published  at  the  very  time  of  his  fatal  illness. 
Under  the  title,  "  Our  French  Allies,"  it  describes  the 
services  of  the  French  in  our  revolutionary  war;  and 
its  chief  value,  we  think,  will  be  found  in  the  detailed 
account  of  the  encampment  in  Providence. 

Many  pamphlets  received  are  of  great  local,  or  his- 
torical interest.  In  those  which  are  most  recent  and 
apparently  least  instructive  are  contained  the  mate- 
rials of  history ;  and  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  our 
Society  is  to  collect  this  fugitive  and  perishing  litera- 
ture, to  preserve  it  securely,  and  to  render  its  use  easy 
by  proper  arrangement  and  cataloguing.     Lai-ge  col- 
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lections  of  i)amphlets  relating  to  ecclesiastical  history 
in  the  United  States  have  been  received,  especially 
from  Rt.  Rev.  William  I^tevens  Perry,  Bishop  of  Iowa, 
and  onr  fi-iend  Bishop  Clark;  and  many  miscellaneons 
pamphlets  and  volumes  of  bonnd  pamphlets  have 
l)een  given  by  Mr.  Henry  T.  Beekwith,  Hon  John  R. 
Bartlett,  &c.  Especially  we  must  name  thirteen  l^onnd 
and  indexed  volumes  of  pamphlets,  mostly  connected 
with  Rhode  Island,  from  Mi'.  Beekwith. 

Among  the  additions  to  our  manuscripts,  ai'e  these: 
A  copy  of  a  letter  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stiles,  on  the  in- 
quiries made  by  Roj^al  Commissioners  into  the  attack 
on  the  Gaspee,  dated  February  16,  1773,  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  Rev.  Elihn  Spencer,  of  Trenton,  N.  J."'^ 
A  paper  on  the  ancestry  of  Commodore  Abraham 
Whipple  1)y  Albert  Holbrook,  Esq.  An  orderly-book 
of  Col.  Joseph  Barton,  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  December, 
1776.  Materials  used  in  preparing  Mackenzie's  Life 
of  Commodore  O.  H.  Perry.  A  paper  on  the  old 
Tnrk's  Head  in  Providence,  by  W.  M.  Bailey,  Esq. 
History  of  the  Providence  Fire  Department,  from 
1815  to  1853,  by  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer.  An  account 
of  the  Providence  Arcade,  by  the  same.  Reminis- 
cences of  Providence,  from  the  papers  of  the  late 
Walter  R.  Danforth.  A  notice  of  the  graves  of 
Governors  John  and  Samuel  Cranston,  in  Newport. 
A  collection  of  notes  on  Flax-Culture,  especiall}'  in 
the  United  States,  made  by  Dr.  Usher  Parsons.  A 
catalogue  of  the  known  likenesses  of  Daniel  Webster. 
An  Indenture  of  Silvester  Bowers,  as   saddler,  1792. 


*Extracts  from  this  letter  occur  in  Holmes'  Life  of  Stiles,  pp.  IGG,  &f.,  but 
the  whole  letter  h:is,  we  believe,  never  been  i)nblishecl. 
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iV-iiioiig  iiceessioiis  oi"  [)i('turi\s  and.  miscellaneous 
articles,  we  may  enumerate  the  following-:  a  French 
engraving  of  PaAvtucket  falls,  with  the  old  wooden 
bridge  above  them, — numerous  photographs  and  en- 
gravings of  buildings,  mostly  in  Providence  and  Paw- 
tucket,  of  the  originals  of  which,  many  have  disap- 
peared,— different  photographs  of  the  memorials  of 
French  otticers  in  the  I'cvolutionary  war,  and  of  the 
boulder  monument  to  the  Sachem  Canonicus,  with 
the  group  ot  citizens  present  at  the  dedication  of  the 
latter, — a  framed  engraving  of  the  battle  of  Lake 
Erie, — a  map  illustrating  the  topography  of  the  cam- 
paign in  Rhode  Island  in  1778. — a  valuable  collection 
of  lithographic  engravings,  fourteen  in  number,  enti- 
tled "  The  City  and  Scenery  of  Newport,"  accompa- 
nied by  text,  and  published  at  Burlington,  N.  J.,  in 
1857, — an  engraving  illustrating  the  origin  of  the 
Stars  and  Stripes.  Of  specimens  of  porti'aiture,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  is  a  fine  steel  engraving  from 
Sir  Thomas  Lawrence's  portrait  of  the  eminent  pain- 
ter Benjamin  West,  born  in  Pennsylvania, and  who  suc- 
ceeded Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  as  President  of  the  Royal 
Academy  in  England.  This  engraving  is  well  framed, 
and  is  a  gift  from  Mr.  Darius  Chase,  who  has  done 
us  much  good  service  in  restoring  old  pictures.  The 
painting  belongs  to  the  Wadsworth  Athenaeum 
at  Hartford,  and  was  restored  by  Mr,  Chase  at  the 
time  when  this  engraving  was  made.  A  copper-plate 
engraving  of  the  late  Stephen  Whitney  Pha3nix;  a 
small  bust  of  the  Rev.  President  Caswell ;  a  fine  pho- 
tograph of  Dr.  Levi  Wheaton,  and  numerous   photo- 
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graphic  and  engraved  likenesses  of  members  and 
other  persons  have  been  added. 

Our  gallery  of  portraits  has  just  received  a  very 
important  addition.  This  is  a  likeness  in  oil,  vigor- 
ously painted  by  Alexander,  of  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Eddy.  It  bears  date  of  1823.  Judge  Eddy  was 
born  in  1769,  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and  Secre- 
tary and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State.  He  died  in 
1839.  He  was  the  earliest  elected  member  of  this 
Society,  was  a  trustee,  1822-24,  and  Vice-President, 
1828-31.  He  was  distinguished  for  industry  in  his- 
torical pursuits,  and  was  always  ready  to  defend  the 
good  name  of  our  commonwealth,  by  a  clear  state- 
ment of  the  results  of  thorough  and  accurate  research. 
A  conspicuous  example  was  in  his  refutation  of  the 
charge  of  inconsistency  in  the  legislation  of  Khode 
Island,  in  excluding  Papists  from  civil  rights.  By 
careful  examination  of  the  early  laws,  he  showed 
that  no  such  legislation  had  ever  taken  place,  or  at 
any  rate  had  ever  been  recorded. 

Under  this  miscellaneous  heading  may  be  mention- 
ed six  models  of  steamboats  and  saiHng  vessels  form- 
erly owned  in  Providence ;  a  series  of  seven  banners 
used  in  the  "  Dorr  War,"  and  eml^lazoned  with  senti- 
ments of  liberty  and  patriotism ;  sundry  relics  of  Fort 
Sumter,  &c.  Very  valuable  unbound,  and  in  some 
instances  incomplete  sets  of  newspapers,  many  of 
them  published  in  Rhode  Island,  have  been  received 
from  various  individuals,  especially  from  Henry  Bar- 
ton, Esq  ,  Israel  Amsbury,  Esq.,  and  the  late  Rev. 
Edwin  M.  Stone. 
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Three  broadsides  deserve  special  notice.  The  old- 
est is  in  the  name  of  their  Majesties,  William  and 
Mary,  soon  after  their  accession,  1689,  addressed  to 
those  charged  with  the  government  of  the  Massa- 
chnsetts  Bay,  and  authorizing  them  to  continue  in 
power  till  superseded.  One  is  a  thanksgiving  proc- 
lamation of  Gov,  Samuel  Shute  of  Massachusetts, 
1721,  enumerating  the  "  awful  rebukes  of  Heaven  " 
with  so  much  emphasis  of  detail  as  to  make  the  doc- 
ument bear  the  aspect  more  properly  of  a  proclama- 
tion of  fasting  and  humiliation.  The  third  is  a  "  Royal 
Gazette  extraordinary,"  dated  New  York,  April  5, 
1783,  and  containing  the  fresh  news  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  lately  rebellious  colo- 
nies, said  to  have  been  signed  November  30,  1782. 
This  last  is  a  deposit  in  our  Cabinet,  not  an  absolute 
gift.  These  broadsides  or  handbills  are  useful,  not 
only  by  the  information  they  convey.  They  serve  as 
talismans,  to  give  life  to  our  conceptions,  and  repro- 
duce the  emotions  and  thoughts,  the  veiy  form  and 
pressure  of  past  time. 

The  Society  has  received,  from  a  lady  of  Provi- 
dence, the  gift  of  an  oil-painting,  representing  a 
maiden  of  Indian  origin,  one  of  the  last  survivors  of 
the  native  tribe  once  inhabiting  Nantucket.  She  was 
not  of  unmixed  blood;  but  the  brown  cheeks  and 
straight  black  hair  indicate  descent  from  the  aborigi- 
nal race.  The  tribes  that  inhabited  Nantucket  and 
Martha's  Aineyard  were  numerous  when  these  islands 
first  came  under  the  ownership,  in  1641,  of  Thomas 
Mayhew,  afterward  styk^d  Governor  of  Martha's 
Vineyard,  whose  descendants  for  several  generations 
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(U'VoUmI  (lu'iiisclvcs  (()  1Ik>  pious  woi'k  orconvcrsioii  of 
tlio  IihUmhs.  ll^xperieiu'c  Mayliew,  a  great-grandson 
ol  (iov.  "^riionias  Maylu'W,  wishing  to  improve  on 
Eliot's  Indian  Iransialion  oCtlie  liihle,  whieli  was  not 
<piite  ada])l('d  to  (lie  diali'ct  ol"  llie  island-natives, 
ti'anslalcd  the  Psalms  and  llie  (iospel  of  flolm;  and 
this  translation,  nnder  the  title  ol'  ''  The  Massaehn- 
selts  Psalter/'  was  i)nl)lislu'd  at  Poston  in  1709. 
Among  the  enrioiis  volnmes  which  have  long  slnm- 
l)ered  on  onr  shelves,  and  have  lately  been  nnearthed, 
is  a  eom|)U'ti'  and  well-pri'sei-\'e(l  eo])}'  oft  his  IValter. 
]\Ir.  J.  Hammond  Ti-nmluill  says  ol'this  woi'k:  "The 
Massaehusetts  Psalter  in  good  condition  is  rai'C. 
Most  of  the  copies  I  have  seen  hvnv  marks  ol"  mneli, 
and  not  always  gentle,  handling,  and  have  lost  more 
or  less  oltheii-  leaxcs."  The  translator  was  esteemed 
one  ol"  the  best  mastei's  ol"  the  Indian  tongne.  The 
ICnglish  and  Indian  versions  being  pi'inted  in  parallel 
cohunns,  the  book  Inrnishes  easy  lessons  in  tlu'  \ocab- 
ulai-y, 

Tlu>  circnmstance  ol"  llnding  this  rare  aiid  inter- 
esting work,  which  we  had  long  possessed  withont 
knowing  it,  reminds  us  ol"  several  similar  instances, 
resulting  ti-om  the  carelul  examination  and  catalogu- 
ing ol"  oni'  books.  Among  the  works  thus  restored 
to  possible  userulni'ss,  is  the  curious  (huKU'cimo  by 
William  Claggett,  entitled  "A  Looking-(  ilass  tor 
Klder  (  Marke  and  VA{\ov  Wighlmau,  and  the  C'hurch 
under  their  care,"  etc.,  |)rinted  at  New|)ort,  1721. 
Claggett  was  early  invohi'd  in  ecclesiastical  conti'o- 
versy,  and  was  allcrwai'd  known  as  an  elect lician  ami 
clock  niaUei'.      A    copy   ol'  his    book    brought    at    tlu^ 
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Brinlcy  sale  $2o.  Ours  was  ])rescut(jd  in  1857,  l)y 
the  ciniiient  antiquary  of  Boston,  tlic  late  J.  Win*^atc 
Thornton.  Numerous  cases  oC  like  i-esuscitation 
might  be  named  if  we  had  time. 

A  generous  friend  of  the  Society,  as  modest  as  he 
is  generous,  gave  early  in  th(!  year  th(!  smn  of  fifty 
dollars,  as  a  special  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
This  has  been  spent  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

A  large  and  altogether  unprecedented  accession  to 
the  library  came  from  the  })equest  of  our  late  fellow- 
citizen,  JosKiMi  Jkssk  Cooki:,  I^]sq.  Hy  his  will,  the 
sum  ol  live  thousand  dollars  was  bequeathed  to  each 
often  libraries,  (^f  which  this  was  one:  "provided  that 
the  same  shall  be  used  in  payment  for  bills  of  any 
books  which  may  be  sold  to  them  ])y  auction,  by  my 
executors  oi*  their  successors,  at  any  sale  thei'eof,  but 
not  otherwise."  This  provision  having  been  made 
known  to  the  Society  by  the  executors,  a  special 
meeting  was  held  Februaiy  27th,  to  take  measures 
for  securing  our  beneliciary  interest;  and  the  Hon. 
John  \i.  Bartlett  was  a])|)ointed  agent,  to  i-cpresent 
the  Society  at  the  ilrst  of  three  auction  sales  into 
which  the  whole  was  divided, — to  act  under  such  in- 
structions as  the  Committc(i  on  IIk;  I  library  might 
give.  Mr.  Jiartlett  attended  to  this  duty  with  dili- 
gence and  discretion,  and  secured  for  our  library  294 
volumes,  at  an  average  nominal  expense  of  $2.30  a 
volume.  The  most  imjjoitant  series  in  this  piu'chase 
was  the  (ientleman's  Magazine  from  1731  to  1856; 
in  all  203  volumes,  substantially  bound,  with  a  gen- 
eral index  in  five  volumes.     This  magazine  is  of  great 
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value  as  a  contemporaneous  record  of  English  history, 
including  that  of  the  American  colonies  through  the 
whole  period  of  the  revolutionary  conflict,  and  also 
of  general  history  and  biography  for  a  century  and 
a  quarter.  The  nominal  cost  of  this  series  was 
$355.25.  A  very  valuable  manual  of  chronology  in 
the  French  language, — "L' Art  de  verifier  les  Dates," 
in  42  volumes  (Paris,  1819-184:4),  was  bought  for 
$96.60.  The  six  folio  volumes  of  the  Complete  Col- 
lection of  State  Trials  (London,  1730),  cost  $28.50. 
The  Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil of  England,  1386-1443,  (London,  1835,)  cost 
$13.75.  A  very  handsome  copy  of  Fronde's  History 
of  England  from  the  fall  of  AVolsey  to  the  death  of 
Elizabeth,  in  twelve  royal  octavo  volumes,  large 
paper,  sold  for  $39. 

The  second  auction  sale  under  the  Cooke  bequest 
took  place  the  first  week,  in  October;  and  Mr.  Bart- 
lett  again  served  as  agent  of  the  Society,  under  a 
vote  which  appointed  him  in  precisely  the  same  lan- 
guage, and  under  the  same  conditions  as  before.  The 
purchases  at  that  sale  amounted  to  282  volumes,  at  an 
average  cost  of  $2.57  per  volume.  This  j^ortion  of 
the  library  contained  hardly  any  material  nearly  con- 
nected with  Rhode  Island  history,  but  Mr.  Bartlett 
succeeded  in  procuring  many  works  of  European  his- 
tory, biography,  geography,  and  travel,  such  as  are 
appropriate,  if  not  essential,  to  our  wants.  The  most 
costly  series  is  the  Journal  of  the  Geographical  Soci- 
ety of  London,  from  1833  to  1875,  in  forty-five  vol- 
umes, costing  $213.75.  The  jS^otes  and  Queries  in 
thirty-nine  volumes,  and  three  series,   with  copious 
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indexes,  London,  1849-1867,  came  to  $165.75.  Chal- 
mer's  Biographical  Dictionary,  London,  1812-1817, 
thirty-two  vohimes,  sold  for  $88.  '^Iliere  were  several 
C(jlIections  of  Voyages  and  Travels,  in  French  and 
English, — in  all  sixty-five  volnmes.  Parliamentary 
Proceedings  and  Debates,  1774-1792.  Two  works 
illustrating  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  England, 
Strype  and  Collier.  Brunet's  most  valuable  biblio- 
graphical index,  "Manuel  du  Libraire,"  in  six  volumes. 
Two  supplementary  volumes  have  been  published, 
which  our  Society  will  do  well  to  procure. 

The  third  portion  of  the  C/Ooke  Library  was  sold  at 
auctJIon  in  December.  This  portion  consisted  mostly 
of  Americana,  and  was  by  far  the  most  interesting  to 
us,  and  to  other  similar  societies.  Mr.  Bartlett  was 
again  appointed,  at  the  October  meeting,  by  a  special 
vote,  expressed  in  the  same  language  as  on  the  two 
former  occasions,  with  an  added  provision  authorizing 
this  Committee  to  see  that  the  Society  was  duly  rep- 
resented in  case  of  Mr.  Bartlett's  disability.  Your 
Committee  conferred  with  the  I^resident  of  the  Soci- 
ety and  with  Mr.  Bartlett.  They  endeavored  to  not 
only  consider  each  of  the  titles  offered  on  the  cata- 
logue, but  to  determine  some  principles  of  action  to 
govern  in  doubtful  cases.  Much,  however,  was  nec- 
essarily left  to  decision  at  the  time  of  sale.  One 
result  of  our  interviews  was  a  jireference  for  books 
that  would  be  useful  to  students,  or  those  that  are 
directly  associated  with  Rhode  Island,  over  those 
whose  value  arises  merely  from  curiosity  or  rarity. 
Generally  speaking,  very  voluminous  or  expensive 
books,  not  pertaining  to  New  England  history,  or  at 


44  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

any  rate  to  the  United  States,  were  not  to  be  bought, 
unless  perhaps  with  a  view  of  exchanging  or  seUing 
them.  Standard  American  histories  and  the  writings 
of  American  statesmen  were  to  be  bought  if  offered 
at  moderate  prices.  Utihty  rather  than  curiosity  was 
to  be  considered. 

The  whole  number  of  bound  volumes  purchased  at 
this  third  sale  was  719,  and  pamphlets  85,  at  an 
average  price  of  nearly  four  dollars  and  a  half. 
Among  those  pertaining  more  or  less  closely  to  Rhode 
Island  history  are  these:  John  Cotton's  Bloudy 
Tenent  Washed,  etc.,  1G47;  a  tract  by  William  Cod- 
dington,  published  in  1674,  entitled,  "A  Demonstra- 
tion of  True  Love  unto  you,  the  Rulers  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Massachusetts,"  etc.;  an  account  of  the  late 
Revolution  in  New  England,  by  Nathaniel  Byfield, 
of  Bristol,  1689;  a  reprint  of  Madam  Sarah  Knight's 
Journal,  kept  in  the  year  170-4  ;>  the  Speech  of  Check- 
ley,  at  his  Trial  in  Boston  for  publishing  Leslie's 
"Short  and  Easy  Method  with  Deists,"  1738;  Stephen 
Hopkins'  rare  and  remarkable  tract,  "  The  Rights  of 
the  Colonies  Examined,"  Providence,  1765;  Stiles' 
History  of  the  Three  Judges  of  Charles  I,  1794; 
D wight's  Travels  in  New  England  and  New  York, 
1821;  Church's  King  Philip's  War,  with  notes  by 
Henry  Martin  Dexter,  1865;  Life  and  Works  of  Gil- 
bert Stuart,  by  George  C.  Mason,  1879;  and  numer- 
ous family-genealogies  and  pamphlets.  The  whole 
forms  an  important  addition  to  our  Rhode  Island 
department. 

Some  works  relating  to  America  were  as  follows  : 
Life  of  Samuel  Adams,1866 ;  Nai-rative  of  Ethan  Allen's 
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Captivity,  1807:  Amei'ican  Archives,  in  9  volumes; 
a  reprint  of  Bay  Psalm  Book,  1862;  Bishope's  New 
England  Judged,  etc.,  1703;  DeBry's  Hariot's  Vir- 
ginia, a  reprint;  tracts  by  Las  Casas;  Charlevoix's 
History  of  New  France,  in  3  quarto  volumes,  Paris, 
1744;  Clarkson's  Memoir  of  William  Penn;  C/olden's 
Life  of  Robert  Fulton ;  Cusick's  History  of  the  Six 
Nations;  Drake's  History  and  Antiquities  of  Boston; 
Drake's  Witchcraft  Delusion  in  New  England;  Dun- 
lap's  History  of  the  Arts  of  Design  in  the  United 
States;  Esquemeling's  Bucaniers  of  America,  1684; 
Historical  collections  of  Louisiana;  Gibbes'  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  American  Revolution;  Hin- 
man's  Catalogue  of  the  First  Puritan  Settlers  of 
Connecticut;  Hosack's  Memoir  of  DeWitt  Clinton; 
Life  of  John  Paul  Jones;  Kalm's  Travels;  Writ- 
ings of  Henry  and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and 
Memoir  of  the  latter ;  Massachusettensis,  by  Dan- 
iel Leonard,  1776;  Mather's  Magnalia,  London, 
1702;  Mourt's  Relation,  1622;  Neal's  History  of  New 
England,  1720  ;  Penhallow's  History  of  the  Wars  of  New 
England  with  the  Eastern  Indians  ;  Pownalfs  "  The 
Administration  of  the  Colonies,"  1768;  Ramsay's  His- 
tory of  the  American  Revolution  ;  Description  of  New 
England,  etc.,  by  Captain  John  Smith,  London,  1616; 
William  Smith's  History  of  Canada ;  Sparks'  Life  of 
Gouverneur  Morris,  and  Library  of  American  Biography, 
in  25  volumes  ;  Historical  Writings  of  the  late  William 
L.  Stone ;  Walsh's  Appeal  ;  The  Simple  Cobbler  of 
Agawam,  London,  1647;  Marshall's  l^ife  of  Washing- 
ton ;  Irving's  Washington,  a  beautiful  copy  with  numer- 
ous inserted  illustrations. 
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There  are  also  various  sets  of  Historical  Collections  ; 
Histories  of  Connecticut,  New  York,  Virginia,  Canada  ; 
the  standard  histories  of  Hildreth,  Parkman,  etc.,  and 
the  writings  of  Adams,  Jefferson,  Franklin,  Hamilton, 
Thomas  Paine,  and  the  Orations  of  Webster  and 
Everett. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  give  some  notice  of  the 
personal  history  of  a  benefactor  to  whom  we  are  so 
much  indebted.  Mr.  Cooke  was  of  genuine  Rhode 
Island  stock,  descended  from  several  families  noted  in 
the  history  of  Providence,  and  a  great-grandson  of  the 
old  war-governor  of  revolutionary  times,  Nicholas  Cooke. 
He  was  born  here,  June  1,  1813.  In  early  life  he  was 
engaged  in  trade  in  dry-goods,  as  clerk,  and  afterward 
as  partner.  About  forty  years  ago  he  bought  land  in 
that  part  of  Cranston  on  which  afterward  grew  up  the 
beautiful  suburb  of  Elmwood,  now  a  part  of  this  city. 
His  sagacity  and  foresight  were  shown  both  in  this  pur- 
chase, which  afterward  laid  the  foundation  of  his  wealth, 
and  in  his  early  appreciation  of  the  results  of  the  dis- 
covery of  gold  in  California.  Soon  after  this  discovery, 
being  then  in  business  in  New  York  city,  he  went  to 
California,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  1849.  Return- 
ing in  a  few  years  to  Providence,  he  afterward  became 
owner  of  large  and  exceedingly  valuable  real  estate  in 
Elmwood,  and  devoted  himself  mainly  to  its  manage- 
ment. Though  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  party, 
he  never  sought  to  be  conspicuous  in  political  affairs. 
Against  his  personal  inclination,  he  was  sometimes  called 
to  till  important  offices, — especially  as  member  and  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  charged  with  the 
introduction  of  water  into  Providence,  and  President  of 
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the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  Indus- 
try. In  all  these  duties  he  showed  earnestness  and 
decision  of  character.  He  became  a  resident  member 
of  this  society  in  1872.  For  some  years  he  resided  at 
Newport.     Mr.  Cooke  died  July  8,  1881,  aged  68. 

In  his  later  years  he  devoted  much  time  to  collecting 
books.  He  bought  with  great  liberality,  not  only 
through  the  ordinary  channels  of  book-trade,  but  also  at 
the  sales  of  large  private  libraries,  such  as  that  of  Men- 
zies.  His  collections  were  miscellaneous,  but  not  indis- 
criminate, including  not  only  standard  literature  and  his- 
tory, with  the  classical  authors  Greek,  Latin  and  Eng- 
lish, but  also  a  goodly  admixture  of  books  valuable  from 
their  curiosity  or  rarity,  such  as  in  his  will  he  desig- 
nated as  "Bibliomaniacal."  He  felt  the  charm  of  rich 
binding  of  books,  as  our  own  shelves  now  attest.  By 
his  liberal  bequest  he  has  well  earned  the  gratitude  of 
this  institution  and  of  others  that  shared  in  his  munifi- 
cence, which  marks  an  era  in  the  history  of  our  library. 

By  vote  of  the  Society,  a  book  for  Autographs  has 
been  procured,  and  a  collection  begun,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Edwin  Barrows.  It  is  proposed  that  this  book 
shall  contain  not  only  the  mere  handwriting  of  distin- 
guished persons  of  whom  any  rehc  is  interesting,  but 
especially  letters  that  are  characteristic  or  otherwise  in- 
structive. We  bespeak  for  this  project  the  active. co- 
operation of  our  members  and  friends. 

At  our  quarterly  meeting  in  October,  a  request  was 
made  by  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  in  behalf  of  the  llhode- 
Island  Veteran  Citizens'  Historical  Association,  that  the 
"old  drop  scene,"  or  picture  of  Providence  as  it  looked 
about  seventy-five  years  ago,  might  be  lent  to  that  Asso- 
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elation  for  public  exhibition.  The  request  was  granted, 
the  removal  of  the  picture  to  be  made  under  direction 
of  this  committee.  Your  committee  attended  to  this 
duty,  and  were  present  when  the  picture  was  moved  and 
unrolled,  at  Lyceum  Hall,  on  November  '2,  and  when  it 
was  rolled  up  again  and  brought  back,  on  November  16. 
The  painting  was  on  exhibition,  without  charge,  for  a 
fortnight,  was  visited  by  many  persons  and  awakened 
much  interest  and  curiosity,  was  successfully  photo- 
graphed by  Mr.  Hacker,  and  returned  in  better  condi- 
tion than  when  it  was  taken  away.  The  expense  of 
removal  and  return  was  borne  by  Governor  l)yer,  in 
behalf  of  the  Veteran  Citizens'  Association.  The  ex- 
pense of  restoring  the  canvas  where  injured  and  of  bet- 
ter arrangements  for  its  preservation,  was  paid  by  our 
Treasurer,  and  amounted  to  six  dollars.  This  picture 
was  painted  by  Worrall,  and  was  first  displayed  at  the 
old  Providence  theatre,  July  H,  1812,  the  sketches  for 
the  painting  having  been  made  two  or  three  years 
before.  It  was  obtained  by  the  Society  in  the  year 
1833. 

The  expenditures  of  the  committee  have  been  as  fol- 
lows : 

For  binding $74  16 

Fi)i'  cards  for  cataloguing 13  'SO 

BlackwahuU  case  for  card-catalogue $'i()  00 

14  rods,  .70,  2S  blocks,  1,40 2  10 

$22  10 
Less,  bv  old  cases 8  00 

114  10 

Total, $101  56 

Our  library  now  contains  much  of  the  apparatus  nec- 
essary for  a  study  of  Rhode  Island  history,  adequately 
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classified  and  catalogued.  In  the  means  of  collateral 
research  into  tlic  history  of  New  England  and  of  the 
country  at  large,  we  have  much  very  valuable  material, 
not  on  the  whole  so  fully  prepared  for  convenient  use 
by  the  historical  student.  The  work  of  thus  preparing 
it  ought  to  be  continued,  by  arranging,  classifying  and 
cataloguing,  to  the  end  that  the  inquirer  may  be  able 
to  command  these  resources  as  fully  and  readily  as  pos- 
sible. 

But  more  than  this,  our  library  ought,  so  far  as  our 
means  will  allow,  to  be  made  a  convenient  and  attrac- 
tive place  for  historical  studies.  For  this  purpose  it 
should  be  supplied  with  standard  works  on  American 
history,  especially  on  that  of  New  England,  and  the 
commonwealths  with  which  our  State  has  had  close 
relations  in  the  past,  and  with  monographs  on  the  sali- 
ent subjects  of  colonial  and  national  history.  It  would 
also  be  well  to  have  good  books  of  reference,  gazetteers, 
maps,  and  dictionaries.  We  should  aim,  in  short,  at 
such  completeness  of  apparatus  as  will  enable  the  inves- 
tigator of  any  subject  connected,  however  remotely,  with 
Rhode  Island  history,  to  carry  on  his  researches  within 
our  walls. 

For  these  ends,  we  must  endeavor  to  secure  several 
conditions.  One  requisite  is  a  quiet  room,  or  rooms, 
where  the  student  may  work  without  interruption,  and 
may  command  the  use  of  our  printed  and  manuscript 
treasures,  under  proper  restrictions.  A  desirable  aid 
would  be  a  moderate  purchasing-fund,  by  which  stand- 
ard and  special  treatises  could  be  gradually  collected, 
and  so  the  library  be  enlarged  not  at  hap-hazard,  but  in 
accordance  with  fixed  principles  and  liberal  foresight. 
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Lastly,  the  crowded  state  of  this  building,  the  great 
accessions  now  flowing  in,  and  the  promise  of  future 
increase,  all  point  to  the  necessity  of  ampler  accommo- 
dations. We  need  more  shelf-room,  and  wall-space  for 
pictures  and  maps,  if  possible  a  more  convenient  audi- 
ence-room, and  some  quiet  retreats  for  study.  This  sub- 
ject is  in  the  hands  of  an  able  and  admirably  selected 
special  committee,  where  we  may  well  leave  it  with  the 
most  complete  confidence.  Almost  forty  years  have  passed 
since  this  edifice  was  dedicated  to  its  uses,  with  an  elo- 
quent address  by  Professor  Gammell,  now  our  honored 
President.  Let  us  hope  that  his  administration  may  be 
so  prolonged  and  so  prosperous  as  to  witness  the  com- 
pleted enlargement  of  this  building,  on  a  scale  adequate 
to  our  increasing  wants. 

Ilespectfully  submitted, 

Charles  W.  Parsons,  ^      Com.nuttee 
William  B.  Weeden,    >        om  the 
Stephen  H.  Arnold.     J        Lihrary. 
January  8,  1884. 


REPORT   OF   THE  COMMITTEE   ON 
PUBLICATIONS. 


To  THE  Rhode    Islaivd   Histokicial    Society,  at 

its  annual  meeting,  January  8,  1884: 

The  Committee  on  Publications  submit  their  report 
as  follows: 

Immediately  after  the  last  annual  meeting,  they 
prepared  a  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society 
for  the  year  1882-3,  for  publication,  as  usual. 
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They  learned  early  in  the  year  that  there  was  no 
probability  that  the  annotations  to  the  diaries  "  jirovi- 
sionally  selected,"  as  stated  in  the  last  report,  would 
be  completed  during  the  present  year.  The  recent 
death  of  the  Kev.  C.  E.  Barrows,  D.  D.,  of  Newport, 
to  whom  the  Comer  diary  was  entrusted,  will  neces- 
sarily postpone  its  publication  for  an  indefinite  time. 

The  Committee  have  sought  materials  for  a  volume 
that  might  be  more  readily  used.  To  this  end  they 
requested  copies  of  papers  relating  to  local  history, 
which  had  been  lately  read  before  the  Society,  from 
which  to  select  those  that  it  might  be  advisable  to 
publish. 

In  response  to  those  requests  the  Committee  have 
received  several  papers  for  examination  with  reference 
to  publication  in  a  volume  of  the  Society's  collections. 
From  this  material  a  volume  might  now  be  speedily 
compiled,  which  would  comprise  much  original  and 
valuable  matter. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  directing  the  publication  of  such  a  volume. 

John  II.  Stentess, 

For  the   C'otninittec. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE   ON  BUILD- 
ING   AND    GROUNDS. 


To  TTTE  Rhode  Islaxd  ITtstop.tcal  Society: 

Your  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds  report 
the  expenditures  during  the  year  1883,  as  follows: 

To  amount  paid  W.  S.  Hogg,  for 

removing  snow,  -         -         -     $19  25 

For  fertilizers,  -         -         -         -  H  00 

For  cutting  grass  and  other  laboi",       20  50    $50  75 

Amount  paid  Robinson  Pierce,  for 
labor  and  lumber  in  repairing 
shelves  and  other  work,     -         -  21  50 

Amount  paid  Hiram  S.  Read,  for 
repairs  on  walls  and  ceiling  in 
the  vestibule,    -         -         -         -  15  16 

Amount  paid  F.  Coggeshall  for  re- 
pairing furnace,  _         _         _  4  70 


Total,    -         -         -         -  $92  11 

The  vouchers  for  these  several  amounts  are  on  file 
with  the  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Isaac  II.   Soutttwtck, 

J^or  the  Committee  on  Uuildings  and  Gi'onnds. 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  GEORGE  C.  MASON,  TIIE 
PROCURATOR  FOR  NEWPORT. 


Newport,  R.  I.,  Jminary  i>,  1884. 

To  THE  President  and  Members  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society. 

It  is  my  pleasant  task,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  to 
make  known  to  yon  Avhat  has  Ijeen  done  in  Newport 
to  promote  and  enconrage  research  in  all  matters 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  State  —  what  gain 
has  been  made,  and  what  interest  is  felt  in  the  cause 
in  which  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  is  taking 
so  active  and  commendable  a  part;  and  I  regret  that 
I  am  not  able  to  give  a  very  flattering  rei^ort  of  the 
past  year's  work.  No  great  progress  has  been  made 
in  collecting  materials  for  a  history  of  this  part  of  the 
State,  or  for  the  city  and  county  of  Newport. 

The  Newport  Historical  Society  continues  its  or- 
ganization, and  some  efforts  have  been  made  to  keep 
its  members  together.  The  want  of  a  proj3er  place  of 
deposit  for  its  collections  has  been  a  drawback  to  its 
usefulness;  its  books,  pamphlets  and  manuscripts 
being  crowded  together  in  two  cases  of  quite  limited 
capacit}^  in  the  Redwood  Library,  where  they  are  in 
the  way  of  the  Library,  and  are  not  available,  owing 
to  a  want  of  classification  and  proper  shelf  room.  An 
effort  is  now  being  made  to  put  the  Society  on  a  bet- 
ter  basis.     At  a  recent   meeting  a  committee   was 


54  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

appointed  to  select  a  suitable  room  in  some  central 
locality,  as  the  headquarters  of  the  Society;  and  a 
further  step  in  the  right  direction  was  the  employ- 
ment of  a  competent  person  to  catalogue  and  classify 
its  books  and  papers.  This  work  has  been  brought 
nearly  to  a  close,  and  when  the  result  is  made  known 
it  is  thought  it  will  stimulate  the  Society  to  still  more 
active  measures  in  the  right  direction.  Some  valua- 
ble additions  have  been  made  to  the  collection,  pre- 
sented by  the  executor  of  the  late  Dr.  David  King, 
who  for  many  years  was  at  the  head  of  the  Society. 

The  sale  of  the  Cooke  and  King  collections  of 
books  has  been  a  matter  of  interest  to  many  citizens 
of  Newport,  for  the  Redwood  Library  has  been 
greatly  enriched  from  these  collections.  The  valuable 
books  which  Dr.  King,  in  his  will,  gave  to  the  Libraiy, 
have  been  placed  in  the  Library  by  his  executor,  in 
cases  specially  assigned  to  them.  This  collection 
will  ultimately  be  increased  by  the  purchase  of  books, 
a  fund  having  been  founded  by  the  donor  for  that 
purpose. 

Since  my  l{\st  annual  report*  the  IN'ewport  Natural 
History  Society  has  been  oi'ganized.  It  is  already 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  embraces  among  its 
members  many  of  the  best  informed  persons  residing 
at  Newport.  It  has  its  monthly  meetings  at  the 
Trans-Continental  Survey  Oftice,  at  which  a  paper 
is  read,  followed  by  a  discussion  of  the  subject 
in  this  way  brought  before  the  meeting.  One  of  the 
aims  and  objects  of  the  Society  is  to  secure,  as  soon 
as  may  ])e,  the  erection  of  an  aquarium  at  Newport, 
not  unlike  the  one  at  Brighton,  England. 
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.  The  Newport  Historical  Magazine,  now  drawing 
to  the  close  of  its  fourth  year,  is  securing  a  proper 
recognition.  This  work,  the  offspring  of  a  real  love 
for  antiquarian  research  on  the  part  of  its  j^ains-taking 
and  reliable  editor,  Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner,  has  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  to  the  light  many  valuable 
documents  relating  to  the  history  of  Khode  Island. 

The  copies  of  valuable  letters  and  orders,  which  1 
here  have  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  the  members 
of  the  Society,  I  doubt  not  will  be  read  with  interest, 
for  they  relate  to  a  period  of  our  history,  about  which, 
owing  to  the  confusion  and  disturbance  at  that  time, 
but  too  little  is  known;  everything,  therefore,  bear- 
ing upon  it  in  the  least  degree  should  be  gathered  uj) 
and  preserved: 

MoRKis  Town,  January  12th,  1777. 
Sir: 

Instructions — Recruiting  Orders — and  a  Warrant  for  GOOO  Dollars  to  re- 
cruit with  are  now  inclosed  to  you. — 

Copies  of  the  Recruiting  Orders  are  to  be  given  to  the  Officers  as  soon  as 
they  arc  nominated,  and  I  should  think  if  only  part  of  the  bounty  was  given 
to  the  men  at  the  time  of  enlisting  them,  and  the  Residue  when  they  joined 
the  Regiment,  it  might  be  a  means  of  preventing  desertion. — 

You  are  to  fix  upon  some  Central  place  for  the  Rendezvous  of  your  Re- 
cruits where  you  are  to  attend  in  order  to  receive — form — Cloathe — Disci- 
pline and  provide  necessaries  for  your  Regiment. — the  Recruits  with  jiroper 
Officers  are  to  be  assembled  at  that  place  as  fast  as  they  are  Inlisted — and 
you  are  once  a  week  to  advise  me  of  the  State  of  your  Regiment  and  how 
you  proceed  in  the  recruiting  of  it. — 

The  short  time  allowed  us  for  the  most  Vigorous  Exertions  which  I  am 
persuaded  render  Arguments  unnecessary  to  Stimulate  you  to  the  speedy 
Completion  of  your  Regiment,  and  preparing  it  for  the  Field. — 

In  tills  Business  I  heartily  wish  you  success — 
I  am 

Sir  Yr.  most  Obt.  Servt. 

G.  WASniNGTON. 
Note. 

Eleazer  Oswald,  late  with  Genl.  Arnold,  is  to  be  yr.  Lt.  Col.  Brad- 
ford is  to  be  your  Major. 

Henry  Sherburne,  Esqr. 
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The  above  letter,  in  the  handwriting  of  a  elerk,  is 
signed  by  Gen.  AYashington. 

Recruiting  Instkuctions  for  Hkxky  Siii;iu!ukne,  EsiiR. — 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  enUst  in  any  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
all  such  able  bodied  Freemen  as  are  willing  and  able  to  enter  into  the  Ser- 
vice and  pay  of  the  United  States  in  the  Character  of  a  Soldier,  being  within 
the  Descriptions  and  upon  the  Conditions  hereafter  annexed. 

1st.  You  are  to  enlist  none  but  Freemen  above  the  Age  of  Seventeen,  and 
under  that  of  Fifty,  of  sufficient  Stature  and  Ability  of  Body  to  discharge  all 
the  offices  of  a  private  Soldier,  to  be  free  from  Lameness  or  other  Bodily 
Infirmity,  that  may  render  them  Incapable  to  support  the  Fatigues  of  a  Camp. 

2dly.  You  are  not  to  Enlist  any  Deserters  from  the  Army  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  nor  any  Person  of  Disaffected  or  suspicious  Character  with 
respect  to  the  American  Cause. 

odly.  You  are  to  Enlist  them  during  the  War  with  Great  Britain,  or  for 
Three  Years  unless  sooner  discharged  by  proper  Authority. 

4thly.  Every  Soldier  Enlisted  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  be  engaged  before  a 
peace  officer.  Judge  Advocate,  or  some  of  his  Deputies,  agreeable  to  the  Sec- 
tion of  the  Articles  of  War,  Every  Person  so  engaged  to  be  mustered  before 
the  Muster  INIaster  General,  or  some  of  his  Deputies  if  they  are  within  a 
reasonable  distance,  if  not  before  some  Major  General,  General,  Brigadiere, 
or  Colo,  commanding  a  Brigade,  a  Surgeon  to  be  present — All  the  Charge 
and  Expense  for  every  soldier  enlisted  that  does  not  pass  Muster  for  Defects 
pointed  out  in  these  Instructions,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Officer  that  Engaged 
them. 

You  are  hereby  Authorized  and  Impowered  to  give  as  a  reward  and  p.ro- 
mise  in  behalf  of  the  Publick  as  an  encouragement  to  every  non  conmiis- 
sioned  Officer  and  Soldier  who  shall  enlist,  over  and  above  the  pay  and 
Provisions  already  allowed,  that  they  shall  receive  a  Bounty  of  Twenty 
Dollars  and  a  Suit  of  Cloaths,  Tlie  Cloaths  to  be  given  annually,  as  long  as 
they  continue  in  the  Service,  and  at  the  End  of  the  War  or  the  Term  of 
Three  Years,  every  Private  and  non  Commissioned  Officer,  that  shall  com- 
plete his  service  agreeable  to  his  Engagement  shall  be  entitled  to  One  Hun- 
dred Acres  of  Land— Those  that  die  or  are  killed  in  the  Service,  their  legal 
Representatives  are  to  be  entitled  to  the  same. 

As  a  further  Encouragement,  you  are  hereby  Authorized  to  promise  that 
all  that  are  unfortunately  maimed  in  the  Service,  and  rendered  Incapable  of 
getting  a  Support,  shall  receive  half  pay  during  their  natural  Lives  agreea- 
ble to  Resolve  of  Congress  in  that  Case  made  and  provided. 

G.    WASHINGTON. 

Jany.  l-'th,  1777. 

These  instrnctions  were  drawn  np  by  a  elerk  and 
signed  by  Gen.  Washington. 
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Hkad  Quarters,  Morristown,  Fuby.  KJtli,  1777. 
Sir: 

I  yesterday  evening  received  your  letter  of  tlie  4th  Inst,  and  in  answer 
thereto,  inform  you  that  I  have  not  tlie  least  objection  to  your  appointing 
Major  Meigs  your  Lieut.  Col.  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Oswald,  his  character  as  a 
Soldier  and  an  Officer  being  good  and  such  as  deserves  notice ;  However, 
previous  to  this  measure,  I  wish  you  to  consider  the  pro.spect  you  have  of 
raising  your  Kegiment,  for  tho  it  is  my  desire  to  promote  men  of  merit  to 
Office  and  ranlc,  yet  a  regard  to  the  j)ublick  interest  will  not  autliorize  their 
promotions  witiiout  they  can  be  of  service  afterwards,  and  multiplying  the 
number  of  Officers  without  Kegiments,  will  not  be  answering  the  end  pro- 
posed, viz  adding  to  our  strength  but  will  be  incurring  a  heavy  and  large 
expense.  I  regret  much  the  policy  of  the  New  England  States  wliich  has 
given  rise  to  so  many  difficulties  and  which  I  fear  will  be  severely  felt. 

I  cannot  give  directions  for  an  extra  bounty ;  that  would  be  approving  a 
measure  which  I  have  always  condemned,  and  which  so  far  from  being  jus- 
tifiable, has  been  reprobated  by  Congress  as  impolitic  and  injurious  to  the 
publick  cause.  If  the  Gentlemen  appointed  in  those  Governments  to  a  part 
of  the  Sixteen  additional  Battallions  cannot  make  up  their  corps,  the  truth  of 
these  observations  will  be  verified,  and  hapi)y  will  it  be,  if  the  measure 
should  not  extend  its  baneful  infiucnce  elsewhere. 
I  am  Sir 

Your  Most  Obedt.  Servt. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  above  letter,  wholly  in  the  handwriting  of 
Washington,  is  addressed  on  the  cover  to  "  Col. 
Henry  Sherburne.     By  favor  of  Majr.  Meigs.'^ 

New  Haven,  2nd  Feby.,  1777. 

Your  Favor  of  the  31st  January,  by  Capt.  Cherreward,  I  this  momenj 
received. — Prior  to  the  knowledge  of  my  being  appointed  Lt.  Colonel  in 
your  Regiment,  I  was  appointed  to  the  Majority  in  Colonel  Lamb's  Battallion 
of  Artillery,  and  was  sent  to  Head  Quarters,  on  Business  respecting  that 
Corps ;  where  His  Excellency  informed  me  of  the  Appointment  under  your 
Connnand ;  But  as  I  had  accepted  of  the  Api)ointmcnt  in  the  Train,  I  imag- 
ined His  Excellency  would  determine  which  Capacity  I  should  act  in. — He, 
in  his  usual  polite  and  easy  manner,  replied,  "no  sir,  it  is  with  yotirself  to 
determine." — And  as  I  was  unwilling  to  be  separated  from  my  worthy  Friend 
and  Conii)anion  in  Adversity,  Col.  Lamb,  with  whom  I  have  fought,  and 
suffered,  I  rather  chose,  as  I  hold  my  rank  as  Lt.  Colonel,  to  continue  in  the 
Majority  under  his  Connnand, — to  which  His  Excellency  expressed  his  Ap- 
probation.    Had  not  tliis  been  the  Case,  be  assured  Sir,  that,  tho  I  have  not 
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the  honor  of  a  iKTsonal  Acquaintance  witli  you,  I  know  of   no  Person  under 
whose  connnand  I  wouUl  with  greater  Pleasure  serve  tlian  yours,  as  I  have 
the  highest  Opinion  of  your  Character,  Conduct  and  Abilities  as  a  Soldier. — 
I  am,  with  Esteem  and  Respect, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servt., 

ELEAZER   OSWALD. 
Colonel  Sherburne. 

The  following  are  copies  of  copies  of  orders,  and 
are  without  signatures,  but  bear  on  their  face  evidence 
that  they  carefully  follow  the  originals : 

Headquarters,  Tiverton,  Oct.  14th,  1777. 
Gen,  Orders.  Parole,  Ely.  Countersign,  McClnllen. 

Major  John  Handy  is  appointed  to  do  the  duty  of  Brigade  Major,  for  the 
Brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Conunanding  Sherburne  :  he  is  to  be  re- 
spected and  obeyed  in  that  office.  The  commanding  officers  of  Regiments  and 
Independent  Companies  will  be  very  careful  that  their  men  don't  waste  their 
ammunition.  No  soldier  will  discharge  his  piece  without  leave  from  the 
Commanding  officer  of  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs.  Disobedience  of 
orders  in  tiiis  particular  will  be  punished  with  the  utmost  severity. 

Headquaters,  Tiverton,  Oct.   15,  1777. 
Ge)i.  Orders. 

As  the  New  England  States  have  determined  to  make  trial  to  dispossess  the 
enemy  at  Rhode  Island,  and  the  militia  from  the  several  states  are  now  as- 
sembling for  that  purpose,  the  General,  therefore  acquaints  his  dear  country- 
men that  the  time  draws  near  that  nmst  determine  the  character,  the  bravery, 
and  the  valour  of  the  Eastern  Militia  of  those  states,  and  in  all  probability 
the  time  is  hastening  that  will  determine  the  state  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  even  for  ages  yet  unborn. 

And  if  all  those  states  at  the  present  crisis  will  exert  themselves  and  act 
with  vigor  and  resolution,  it  is  almost  beyond  a  [illegible]  that  our  peace, 
freedom  and  happiness  will  soon  be  secured  and  established. 

Of  late  we  are  hearing  frequently  of  fighting,  skirmishing  and  battles  in 
our  Western  and  Northern  armies,  and  in  all  of  them  (by  what  we  have 
heard.)  the  bravery  of  those  troops  has  been  displayed,  and  in  some  instances 
they  have  done  wonders.     In  particular  I  will  remind  you   of  the  conquest — 

Headquarters,  Tiverton,  IGthOct.,  1777. 
Gen.  Orders. 

Col.  Elliott  will  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  and  men  to  defend 
the  fort  at  Fogland  ferry,  and  to  interrupt,  stop  or  sink  any  of  the  King's 
ships  that  attempt  to  pass  the  same  or  annoy  us  in  landing.  Col.  Crafts  will 
also  appoint  a  sufficient  number  at  Huwland's  ferry  for   the   same  purpose. 


REfORT   OV   PROCURATOR.  59 

Col.  Elliott  will  sujjply  Col.  Crafts  Avith  2  four-poundors,  complotoly 
equipped  and  fit  for  immediate  use.  Cols.  Elliott  and  Crafts,  after  having 
seen  all  the  cannon  emharked,  will  follow  in  the  last  Division.  They 
will  dispose  of  their  Companies  in  such  a  manner  as  they  shall  judge  for  the 
most  advantage  for  the  service.  After  having  two  cannon  to  each  brigade, 
they  will  also  dispose  of  their  field  officers  as  they  shall  think  the  most 
proper.  Companies  of  Volunteers  that  have  or  shall  this  day  join  the 
Army,  and  that  are  desirous  to  go  on  the  Island,  may  join  what  brigade  they 
please,  and  when  joined  they  will  make  a  return  immediately  to  Head 
Quarters,  that  the  General  may  know  to  wliat  brigade  they  are  annexed. 
The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  independent  companies  of  volun- 
teers are  desired  immediately  to  make  the  returns  to  the  Adj.  Gen.  of  their 
numbers  and  names  of  their  officers,  and  the  Col.  will  note  the  date  of  their 
commissions.  The  Commanding  officers  of  tlie  several  regiments  and  In- 
dependent Companies  of  Volunteers  will  apply  to  the  Adj.  Gen.  for  orders 
to  draw  what  ammunition  tliey  nuiy  need. 

The  two  following  orders  were  given   by  Col.  Slier- 
burne : 

Tiverton,  14th  Oct.,  1777. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  are  ordered  and  directed  to  give  to  Lt. 
Col.  Barton  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  in  furnishing  the  advance  guard  for 
the  Brigade,  which  is  to  consist  of  300  men,  officers  included  ;  these  men  to  be 
equipped  in  the  best  manner,  with  good  guns  and  bayonets  complete.  The 
whole  Brigade  must  be  ready  to  march  to-morrow  night  without  fail. 

Tiverton,  15th  Oct.,  1777. 

Every  Regiment  in  the  Brigade  to  march  to-morrow  morning  by  2  o'clock, 
in  order  to  parade  tiiemsclves  by  the  woods  on  the  road  leading  to  the  East- 
ward from  the  Four  Corners,  in  the  most  convenient  place  to  keep  under 
cover  from  the  enemy,  where  they  will  remain  till  further  orders.  A  guard 
from  each  Regiment,  consisting  of  a  Sergt.  and  10  privates,  to  be  left  with 
the  baggage  of  the  Regt  ,  which  must  be  collected  at  such  place  as  the 
Colonels  may  direct :  this  guard  must  be  composed  of  the  most  indifferent 
troops  and  arms.  The  rest  are  to  take  with  them  their  provisions  and  blankets 
only. 

GEO.  C.  MASON, 

Procurator. 


/ 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  GENEALOG- 
ICAL RESEARCHES. 


The  Committee  on  Genealogical  Researches  have  the 
honor  to  report: 

That,  as  far  as  appears  to  them,  there  is  reason  for  con- 
gratulation on  the  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing  in- 
terest which  every  year  dcvelopes  in  this  department ;  that 
very  valuable  contributions  are  making  to  Rhode 
Island  genealogical  material  and  are  frequently  placed 
before  the  public,  and  that  public  interest  in  such  in- 
formation has  very  much  increased  in   a  recent  period. 

They  also  observe  with  great  satisfaction  that  through 
the  late  Mr.  J.  J.  Cooke's  liberality  large  accessions 
of  works  of  this  character  have  been  made  to  the  Red- 
wood Library,  at  Newport,  as  well  as  to  this  society, 
and  that  on  the  whole  the  means  of  reaching  genealogi- 
cal information,  and  the  disposition  to  profit  by  it,  is  be- 
coming more  and  more  noticeable  every  year  in  our 
State.         Respectfully  presented  by 

Henry  E.  Turner, 
William  A.  Mo  wry. 
Bennett   J.  Munro. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE     ON 
ENLARGEMENT. 


To  THE  Rhode  Islaxd  Histopjcal  Society: 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
in  July  last  to  report  a  plan,  with  estimate  of  the 
cost,  for  enlarging  the  Cabinet,  have  had  prepared 
such  plans  as  seemed  to  the  Committee  suitable  and 
under  the  cirenmstances  the  best  that  could  be  de- 
vised, and  the  cost  of  which,  estimated  at  $12,000,  we 
trust  will  not  be  considered  too  great.  This  amount 
will  include  the  building,  the  steam  heating  apparatus, 
the  shelves  and  other  work  in  the  w^est  wing  so  far  as 
will  be  needful  at  present,  and  the  low  cases  around 
the  centre  room. 

The  Committee  are  unanimous  in  recommending 
the  plan.  The  drawings  have  been  made  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Stone,  of  the  Committee,  who  will, 
in  presenting  it  to  the  meeting,  give  such  information 
and  explanation  as  may  be  desired. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee, 

Isaac  H.  Southwtck, 

Clutirman. 

Providence,  January  8,  1884, 


62  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

Dr.  Richmond  P.  Evereit,  Treasurer.,  in  account  with  the  Bhode  Island 

Ifistorical  Society. 

iss;i. 

Jan.   12.      Sale  of  Old  Almanacks, "   ij;  4  20 

Sale  of  Show  Case, IG  20 

Donated  to  the  Society  by  S.  S.  Eider,  balance  of 

liis  bill,  January  12,  1883,    -         -         -         -         17  10 

37  50 

Donation  from  Rev.  F.  Denison,         .         .         .        .  2  00 

1884. 
Jan.     5.      Taxes  from  213  Members  at  $3.00,     -         -         -        -  639  00 

Taxes  from  Members  overdue,  -         -         -         .  21  00 

Fees  for  admiss^ion  of  24  Members  at  .'Sir.. 00,         -         -  120  00 

Interest  from  Life  Membership  Fund   in    Providence 

Institution  for  Savinsrs,  January  and  July,  1883.  3G  86 

Librarian,  for  money  received  by  him    for  certifying 

and  proceedings 3  00 

!$859  36 

Cr.  Riclnnond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 

1883. 

Jan.   12.      Cash  paid  Treasurer   for   money  advanced  b}'  him, 

January  5,  18S3. .f78  42 

S.  S.  Rider's  bill,         -         - 37  50 

1884. 

Jan.    5,      Printing,  Meetings,  Postage  and  Express,          -         -  237  59 

Fuel,  Gas  and  Janitor,         --....  175  70 

Proceedings  for  1882  and  1883,           ....  101  88 

Librar}^  Committee,  for  binding  pamphlets,  &c.,         -  101  56 

Buihling  andGnmnds, 92  11 

Magazines, 8  50 

Cash  on  hand, 26  10 

.'$859  36 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT,  Treasurer. 

PuovinENCE,  January  5,  1884. 

We  have  examined  tlie  above  and  find  it  correct. 

Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
John  P.  Walker, 
Lewis  J.  Chace, 

Audit  Committee, 

Providence,  January  5,  1884. 
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LIFE  MEMBEKSIIir  ACCJOU^T. 


Dr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  accounl  icit/i  the  lihoilt  Island 

Historical  Society. 

1883. 

Jan.      '^.     Balance  cash  on  hand, .$  !)0()  00 

Fcby.    (i.     John  l\  Muniford,     ----.--  .^iu  00 

G.    Interest  from  I'rovidencc  Institution  for   Savings,  for 

January,  18s;5,     ---.---  ],s  ()() 

Jnly      6.    Thomas  P.  1.  Goddard, .'SO  00 

G.    Interest  from  Trovidence  Institution  for   Saving's,  for 

July,  l«8o,  -...---  IS  si; 


.$i,o;5(;  80 

Cr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with,  the  h'hode  Island 

Jlistorical  Societ  ij. 
1883. 
July  27.       Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  for 

January  and  July,  1883, !*i  ;!(;  8(1 

1884. 
Jan.     5.     Cash  on  hand 1,000  on 


fl,03(;  8(1 


There  is  in  the    I'rovidenci'  Institution  for  Sa\in^s, 
this  day,  !i)!l,000. 

RICHMOND   r.  KVKinOTT,  Treasurer. 

We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  find  it  correct. 

Hknkv  T.   Bkckvvitii, 

.loMN     I'.    WaI.KKK, 

Licwis  J.   CuAci;, 

Audit   Committee. 
Trovidenck,  January  .5,  1884. 
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NECROLOGY. 


GEOPtCiE  WASiiixciTox  Geeexe,  Wiis  bom  in  East 
Greenwich,  April  8,  1811,  mid  died  in  the  same  town 
February  2,  1883,  in  the  seventy-second  year  of  his 
age.  His  father,  Nathanael,  was  son  of  General 
Nathanael  Greene,  of  revolutionary  fame.  Elis  mother 
was  Anna  Maria  Clarke.  Tliis  venerable  lady  still 
survives  (February,  1881,)  at  a  centenarian  age. 
After  a  partial  course  of  study  in  Brown  University 
he  went  to  Europe,  and  from  1827  to  1817  re- 
sided mostly  aljroad.  From  1837  to  1815  he  held 
the  appointment  of  American  consul  at  Rome,  an 
office  which  seems  to  fall  easily  into  the  hands  of 
Rhode  Island  men.  He  gained  an  extensive  ac- 
quaintance with  the  history  and  literature  of  modern 
Europe,  especially  of  Italy,  and  published  a  volume 
of  "Historical  Studies.'"  He  was  chosen  a  correspond- 
ing member  of  this  society  in  1838,  at  the  same  time 
with  his.  friend,  the  poet  Longfellow. 

In  1818  he  returned  to  America  and  was  appointed 
instructor  in  modern  languages  in  Brown  LTniversity. 
At  this  time  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  society.  In  1819  he  served  as  its  orator 
on  a  stated  anniversary  occasion.  Sprung  from  an- 
cestors distinguished  in  the  annals  of  Rhode  Island, 
he  cherished  a  wholesome  pride  in  the  character  and 
institutions  of  his  native  state.  To  this  local  senti- 
ment he  added  a  breadth  of  scholarly  attainment,  an 
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industry  in  historical  pui'suits,  and  a  grace  of  style 
which  eminently  fitted  him  to  commemorate,  and  if 
needful,  to  defend,  the  good  name  of  her  statesmen 
and  heroes. 

In  1852  he  removed  to  N^cw  York,  where  he  de- 
voted himself  to  teaching  and  various  literary  work, 
writing  many  articles  for  reviews  and  magazines. 
In  1866  he  returned  to  East  Greenwich.  In  1872  he 
was  very  appropriately  appointed  the  first  Professor 
of  American  History  in  Cornell  University.  Among 
his  more  important  historical  Avorks  are :  the  life  of 
his  grandfather,  General  Greene,  first  in  Sparks's 
series,  1846,  and  again  in  three  octavo  volumes,  1867- 
71;  Historical  Views  of  the  American  Revolution, 
1865,  and  The  German  Element  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  1876.  His  Short  History  of  Khode 
Island  was  published  in  1877. 

Edwin  Martin  kSTONE,  was  born  in  Framingham, 
Massachusetts,  April  29,  1805,  and  died  at  Provi- 
dence, December  15, 1883,  at  the  age  of  78.  Ris  early 
life  was  spent  in  Massachusetts,  Vermont  and  West- 
ern states.  He  was  apprenticed  as  printer  in  the 
office  of  the  Palladium,  at  Boston.  He  performed 
much  work  as  printer  and  editor,  and  through  his 
whole  life  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  press. 
Having  received  impressions  which  impelled  him  to 
the  work  of  the  ministiy,  he  studied  with  that  view, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  became  pastor  of 
the  north  parish  of  Beverly,  Massachusetts.  He  re- 
sided there  for  thirteen  years.  During  this  time  he 
published  his  first  historical  works — the  Life  of  El- 
hanan  Winchester,  (1836,)  and  History  of  Beverly, 


6&  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL     SOCIETY. 

(1843).  He  was  for  two  years  a  Kepresentative  in 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  author 
of  some  important  legislative  reports. 

In  1847  he  removed  to  Pi'ovidence  and  took  charge 
of  the  enterprise  then  sustained  by  the  two  Unitarian 
churches  here,  under  the  name  of  Ministry-at-large. 
This  had  been  founded  about  six  years  before,  and 
had  grown  up  under  the  ministrations  of  Rev.  H.  F. 
Harrington  and  Rev.  W.  G.  Babcock,  with  a  band  of 
devoted  helpers.  A  chapel  had  been  built  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Benefit  and  Ealsey  streets.  Its  work  combined 
benevolent  supplies  to  deserving  poor,  teaching  in 
sewing  school,  evening  school,  Sunday  school,  etc., 
and  the  maintenance  of  a  church  organization  with 
regular  preaching.  It  endeavored  to  bring  the  peo- 
ple in  the  north  part  of  the  city,  who  were  without 
church  privileges,  nnder  reach  of  christian  influences. 
Mr.  Stone  labored  diligently  in  these  various  dej^art- 
ments  ot  efiibrt.  His  annual  re^Dorts  give  the  history 
of  this  undertaking  from  year  to  year,  and  also  con- 
tain opinions  and  proposals  as  to  modes  of  dealing 
with  poverty  and  preventing  pauperism.  They  sug- 
gest some  enterprises  that  have  been  successfully 
carried  out — industrial  education,  a  home  for  aged 
men,  reformatories  for  women,  etc.  The  mission  has 
become  in  a  great  degree  self-supporting;  has  changed 
its  organization  and  taken  the  name  of  the  Olney 
Street  Church.  Mr.  Stone  retired  from  it  in  1877, 
after  thirty  years  of  service. 

During  this  period  he  performed  a  great  deal  of 
outside  labor,  especially  as  friend  of  schools  and 
teachers  and  member  of  the   School   Committee,  and 
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as  historical  student  and  antlior,  and  in  connection 
with  this  society.  His  duty  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Committee  was  performed  with  uncommon 
fidehty.  Few  men  have  done  more  for  thirty  years 
past  to  benefit  the  schools  of  Providence  and  of  the 
state  by  faithful  visitation  and  read}^  words,  interest 
in  Institutes  of  Instruction,  and  fiiendly  co-operation 
with  school  officials. 

While  living  in  Providence  he  found  time  to  pre- 
pare several  important  historical  works.  The  first 
was  "The  Life  and  llecollections  of  John  ITowland,'' 
(1857).  This  book  shows  Mr.  Stone's  aptitudes  in  a 
very  favorable  light.  He  delighted  in  preserving  the 
perishing  materials  of  local  history,  old  papers,  loose 
pamphlets  and  the  recollections  of  aged  people.  In 
Mr.  Howland's  memory  and  manuscripts  Mr.  Stone 
found  a  mine  of  knowledge  which  he  knew  how  to 
work.  The  long  and  varied  life  of  Mr.  Howl  and, 
his  remembrances  of  the  revolutionary  period  and  its 
leaders,  his  eminent  usefulness  as  a  citizen  of  Provi- 
dence, the  many  institutions  for  public  welfare  in 
which  he  took  part,  as  proposer,  organizer  or  admin- 
istrator; his  tenacious  memoiy  and  pithy  language, 
all  gave  interest  to  his  biography. 

Othei*  publications  were  the  "History  of  the  Provi- 
dence Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers," 
(1860);  the  memoir  of  a  note-worthy  son  of  Khode 
Island,  Thomas  Alexander  Tefft,  entitled  "  The 
Architect  and  Monetarian;"  notices  of  the  ser- 
vices of  Rhode  Island  regiments  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  "The  Invasion  of  Canada  in  1775," 
which  formed    the   sixth   vohune    of  our    collections 
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and  aj3peared  in  1867.  His  largest  historical  work, 
published  just  before  his  death,  is  entitled  "Our 
French  Allies."  It  gives  fully  and  with  ample  illus- 
tration the  nari-ative  of  French  aid  in  the  revolution- 
ary war,  especially  the  encampment  in  Providence, 
with  description  and  plans. 

Mr.  Stone  is  understood  to  have  left,  unpublished 
but  partly  written,  a  life  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Manasseh 
Cutler,  and  a  historj^  of  Providence. 

He  joined  this  Society  in  1818,  and  was  appointed 
Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  for  the  Northern  Dis- 
trict in  1851,  which  position  beheld  till  October,  1880. 
He  did  a  great  deal  to  rescue  from  waste  the  manu- 
script and  other  fugitive  materials  of  history,  and 
collect  them  within  these  walls.  As  the  rooms,  dur- 
ing nearly  all  the  time  of  Mr.  Stone's  holding  this 
office,  were  not  regulai'ly  open,  these  materials  could 
not  be  made  immediately  and  widely  useful,  and  the 
work  of  amassing  them  lacked  the  stimulus  of  daily 
appreciation.  His  annual  reports  were  long  and  dis- 
cursive, forming  a  very  prominent  feature  of  the 
yearly  Proceedings.  In  1874  he  appended  to  the 
Proceedings  a  History  of  the  Rhode  Island  Institute 
of  Instruction,  occupying  140  pages.  The  chief 
value  of  our  published  Proceedings,  beginning  with 
1872,  apart  from  the  mere  history  of  the  Society,  is 
in  the  antiquarian  and  miscellaneous  matter  contained 
in  these  reports  of  the  Northern  Department.  In 
connection  with  the  new  organization  of  the  library, 
the  discontinuance  of  a  Southern  Cabinet,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  on  the  Libraiy,  Mr. 
Stone  resigned  the  oilice  he  had  held  so  long. 
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Henry  Lewis  Kexdall  was  born  in  Watertown, 
Mass.,  June  25,  1805,  and  died  in  Providence,  July  10, 
1883.  He  was  the  oldest  of  nine  ehildren;  his  father, 
Paul  Kendall,  being  a  native  of  AVoburn,  Mass.  He 
was  apprenticed  to  a  tallow  chandler  and  soap  maker 
of  Watertown.  When  not  cputc  twenty  years  old  he 
was  left  fatherless,  and  assumed  the  affectionate  and 
quasi-jjarental  care  of  his  brothers  and  sisters,  of 
whom  the  youngest  was  but  three  years  old.  His 
mother,  who  long  survived  her  husband,  is  still  re- 
membered in  Providence  as  a  most  admirable  matron, 
of  great  dignity  and  sweetness. 

In  the  year  1827  he  came  to  Providence  to  take 
charge  of  a  soap  manufacturing  establishment,  as 
manager  and  ])artner  of  his  former  employer  in 
Watertown.  The  business  grew  and  expanded  in 
his  hands,  and  developed  into  the  well  known  Ken- 
dall Manufacturing  Company. 

"Mr.  KendalFs  next  notable  enterprise  as  a  business 
man  was  in  saving  from  ruin  and  making  a  grand  suc- 
cess of  the  New  England  Screw  Companj'.  The  posi- 
tion of  agent  was  virtually  forced  upon  him  by  a  combi- 
nation of  circumstances  which  he  could  hardly  resist. 
The  look  was  dark  when  he  stepped  to  the  front  in  1846. 
For  several  years  his  energies  were  taxed  to  the  utmost. 
Buildings  were  erected,  and  machinery,  inventions  and 
patents  secured  under  his  direction.  To  continue  to 
compete  with  other  companies  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  clumsy  screws  in  common  use  he  saw  would  lead  to 
disaster.  Therefore  he  spent  his  energies  in  trying  to 
secure  machinery  that  would  produce  gimlet-pointed 
screws,  which  were  then  made  by  machinery   nowhere, 
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and  by  hand,  only  in  Fiance.  His  struggles  and  trials 
to  this  end  seriously  endangered  his  health.  His  natu- 
rally robust  constitution  was  thoroughly  tried.  He 
would  seem  to  succeed  and  then  fail,  till  at  last  the  vic- 
tory was  won.  The  9th  of  April,  1849,  is  the  date  of 
this  achievement  as  fixed  by  himself.  Thence  onward 
he  had  only  to  vary  the  size,  and  improve  and  multiply 
the  number  of  the  machines  to  be  kept  in  motion.  The 
greatest  success  of  his  life  was  thus  attained  ;  a  reason- 
able fortune  was  made  and  a  worthy  ambition  was  grat- 
ified. If  he  had  done  nothing  else  in  life  but  pioneer 
the  manufxcture  of  the  gimlet-pointed  screw  in  this 
country  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  honor  of  a 
public  benefactor.  When,  in  1860,  the  New  England 
and  Eagle  Screw  Companies  united  under  the  name  of 
the  American  Screw  Company,  Mr.  Kendall  sold  his 
stock  and  returned  to  his  old  business. 

"  A  few  years  later  Mr.  Kendall  came  to  the  rescue  of 
the  Union  Oil  Company,  and  helped  win  for  it  a  notable 
financial  success.  In  1876  he  reluctantly  accepted  the 
presidency  of  the  Exchange  National  Bank,  where  his 
ability  as  a  financier  was  no  less  appreciated." 

Mr.  Kendall  was  marked  by  sterling  excellences  of 
mind  and  heart.  In  addition  to  the  high  qualities  of  sa- 
gacity, enterprise  and  perseverance,  which  made  him 
successful  in  business,  he  was  a  man  of  thoughtful  and 
cultivated  mind,  of  decided  opinions,  of  varied  reading, 
and — in  spite  of  his  habitual  reserve — of  good  conver- 
sational powers.  "  lie  kept  himself  abreast  of  the  age 
and  was  conversant  with  the  most  recent  discoveries  of 
science,  and  the  latest  questions  in  morals  and  religion." 
He  was  a  lover  and  collector  of  fine  paintings,  which  he 
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bought  with  liberality,  and  whose  companionship  cheered 
and  adorned  his  home.  He  was  strongly  attached  to  the 
Unitarian  belief,  and  to  the  Westminster  Congregational 
Church.  In  his  relations  to  this  church,  to  the  charities 
and  religious  activities  of  his  denomination,  and  to  all 
benevolent  enterprises  that  commended  themselves  to  his 
judgment,  he  was  a  generous  giver  and  a  ready  worker 
and  adviser. 

By  his  last  will,  Mr.  Kendall  provided  for  his  imme- 
diate relatives,  left  liberal  bequests  to  the  Unitarian  As- 
sociation, and  to  several  charitable  institutions,  and  made 
the  Public  Library  of  Providence  his  residuary  legatee. 
This  bequest  promises  to  make  him  by  far  the  largest 
pecuniary  benefactor  of  the  Library,  and  to  very  greatly 
enhance  its  means  of  usefulness. 

Mr.  Kendall  became  a  resident  member  of  this  society 
in  1873. 

George  Francis  Wilson,  died  in  East  Providence, 
January  19,  1883,  aged  sixty-four  years,  one  month  and 
twelve  days.  He  was  born  in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1818,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Mercy  Wilson.  His  father  was  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Roger  Wilson,  who  w\as  born  in  Scrooby,  England,  and 
in  1608  went  to  Leyden,  Holland,  with  Governor  Brad- 
ford and  other  Pilgrims  who  afterwards  came  to  Ply- 
mouth in  the  Mayflower.  His  son,  John  Wilson,  came 
to  New  England  in  1651  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  America. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Wilson  was  spent  on  his  ftither's 
farm  till  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  was  apprenticed 
to  Welcome  &  Uarius  Farnum  of  Waterford,  Mass.,  to 
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learn  the  business  of  wool-sorting.  At  the  end  of  three 
years  he  had  become  an  expert  in  the  business  and  had 
also  made  himself  familiar  with  all  the  machinery  used 
in  the  mill.  He  at  this  time  determined,  before  engag- 
ing in  business  for  himself,  to  spend  the  money  he  had 
saved  in  enlarging  his  education.  For  this  purpose  he 
became  a  pupil  in  the  Academy  at  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass., 
where  he  at  length  was  employed  as  a  teacher  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1844,80011  after  his  marriage,  he  went 
to  Chicago,  where  he  opened  an  academy  which  soon 
became  very  flourishing  and  numbered  upwards  of  two 
hundred  pupils.  In  this  work  he  was  greatly  assisted  by 
his  wife,  who,  like  himself,  had  been  a  teacher  in  New 
England.  Returning  to  the  East  in  184S  he  soon  set- 
tled in  Providence,  and  for  several  years  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  manufacturing  for  which  he  had  unusual  aptitude. 
In  January,  1855,  he  entered  into  a  partnership  for  the 
manufacture  of  chemicals  with  Professor  E.  X.  Horsford, 
at  that  time  Rumford  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Har- 
vard College,  their  business  name  being  George  F.  Wil- 
son &  Company.  At  the  end  of  about  two  years  the  ck- 
tablishmcnt  iioav  known  as  the  Rumford  C'hemical 
Works,  was  removed  from  Providence  to  East  Provi- 
dence, where  a  prosperous  and  extensive  business  has 
been  carried  on,  in  which  rare  scientific  knowledge  has 
been  most  advantageously  united  with  great  industry  and 
singular  energy  of  character.  The  varied  products  of 
the  Rumford  Chemical  Works  have  become  known  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  AVilson  resided  iu  Providence  from  1852  to  1861. 
Subsequently  to  the  latter  date  he  resided  in  East  Prov- 
idence, near  the  extensive  works  which  he  had  founded 
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and  which  he  continued  to  superintend.  While  in  Prov- 
idence he  was  connected  with  several  scientific  associa- 
tions of  the  city,  was  a  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, and  was  twice  elected  to  represent  the  city  in 
the  General  Assembly.  In  East  Providence  he  was  also 
for  many  years  associated  with  the  management  of 
municipal  affairs. 

The  aptitude  which  Mr.  Wilson  possessed  for  mechani- 
cal science  and  its  various  applications  was  extraordinary. 
It  not  only  made  him  master  of  his  own  business,  but  it 
constituted  him  an  authority  in  all  matters  of  practical 
mechanics.  He  was  much  consulted  on  questions  per- 
taining to  improvements  of  machinery  and  always  read- 
ily gave  assistance  to  those  who  sought  it.  He  was  also 
the  author  of  numei'ous  inventions  for  which  patents 
have  been  obtained  and  which  are  now  in  extensive  use. 
The  best  known  of  these  are  an  improvement  in  the 
manufacture  of  steel,  a  revolving  boiler  for  paper  man- 
ufacture and  several  improvements  in  the  illuminating 
apparatus  for  light-houses.  He  had  also  given  much 
attention  to  agriculture,  to  methods  of  fertilization  of 
soils  and  the  breeding  of  stock,  while  the  range  of  his  sci- 
entific knowledge  was  very  broad  for  one  whose  life  had 
been  devoted  almost  wholly  to  business  pursuits.  It  was 
in  recognition  of  this  class  of  attainments  that  Brown 
University  conferred  on  him  the  honorary  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  in  1872.  He  cherished  a  lively  inter- 
est in  education,  especially  in  scientific  education,  and  in 
his  last  will  and  testament  he  made  a  bequest  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  Brown  University  and  an- 
other of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  Uartmouth  College, 
each  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  piuposes  strictly  scien- 
tific.    He  was  chosen  a  member  of  this  Society  in  187T. 
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Albert  Timothy  Elliott  died  in  Providence,  March 
19,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  twenty-fonr 
days.  He  was  born  in  Pomfrct,  Conn.,  Febrnary  23, 
1818,  and  was  the  son  of  liemnel  H.,  and  Mary  M. 
(Lamson)  Elliott.  In  1826  his  father  moved  to  Provi- 
dence to  accept  the  office  of  Steward  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity which  he  subsequently  held  for  thirty-four  years. 
The  son  was  educated  at  the  University  in  the  class  of 
1839,  and  after  graduating  studied  medicine  in  the  office 
of  the  late  Usher  Parsons,  M.  U.,  and  also  at  the  Har- 
vard Medical  School-  He,  however,  did  not  engage  in 
the  practice  of  the  profession.  At  the  end  of  a  few 
years  he  became  associated  with  his  uncle,  the  late  Nel- 
son W.  Eddy,  in  conducting  a  cotton  mill  of  which  his 
father  was  a  joint  owner,  in  East  Killingly,  Conn.,  and 
in  this  business  he  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He, 
however,  had  his  residence  in  Providence  and  was  con- 
nected to  some  extent  with  the  business  institutions  of 
the  city.  He  was  also  highly  esteemed  in  the  social  cir- 
cles in  which  he  moved  for  his  kindliness  and  benevo- 
lence as  well  as  for  his  genial  manners  and  cultivated  in- 
telligence. He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in 
1878. 

The  Hon.  William  Ctreene,  died  in  Warwick,  March 
24,  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  two  months  and 
twenty-three  days.  He  was  born  in  WarAvick,  January 
1,  1797,  and  was  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Ray  Greene,  a 
Senator  of  the  ITnited  States  from  Rhode  Island,  from 
1797  to  his  death  in  1801.  His  grandfather,  William 
Greene,  was  Governor  of  the  State  from  1778  to  1786,  as 
his  great-grandfather,  also  bearing  the  same  name,  had 
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been,  with  three  niteiiuptioiis  of  one  year  each,  from 
1743  to  1758.  Mr.  Greene  received  a  Hbcral  educa- 
tion. In  his  boyhood  he  was  a  student  at  Kent  Acad- 
emy, in  East  Greenwich,  and  afterwards  at  a  school  in 
Hartford,  under  the  tuition  of  George  Jaffrey  Patten, 
a  celebrated  teacher  of  the  time.  He  entered  Brown 
University  in  IS  13,  and  graduated  in  1817  with  the 
highest  rank  in  his  chiss.  He  subsequently  studied  law 
at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  at  the  well  known  Law  School 
then  existing  there,  and  on  being  admitted  to  the  bar, 
he  went  to  the  West  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  resided  first  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  but  at 
length  established  himself  in  Cincinnati  where  he  rose 
to  eminence  at  the  bar  and  also  became  distinguished 
for  his  devotion  to  public  interests  and  for  the  services 
which  he  rendered  to  the  city  and  the  State  of  his  adop- 
tion. He  was  a  leader  in  the  establishment  of  the  sys- 
tem of  public  education  which  gave  to  Ohio  her  early 
preeminence  among  the  States  of  the  West.  He  was 
also  greatly  interested  in  politics  and  an  ardent  vo- 
tary of  Henry  Clay.  He,  however,  never  lost  his  affec- 
tion for  his  native  State.  He  was  accustomed  almost 
every  summer  to  return  to  Warwick  and  spend  a  few 
weeks  on  the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay,  and  thus  to 
keep  alive  the  friendships  and  the  memories  of  his  youtli- 
fvd  days.  After  a  residence  of  nearly  forty  years  in  Ohio 
he  became  afilicted  with  a  disease  of  the  eyes  which 
for  a  time  deprived  him  of  sight.  He  came  to  New 
England  for  treatment  and  on  his  recovery  in  1862  took 
up  his  abode  once  more  on  the  ancestral  estate,  and  in 
the  ancestral  mansion  at  Warwick,  and  here  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  honorable  and  usefid  life.      Though  he 
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mingled  little  in  public  affairs,  he  continued  to  feel  the 
liveliest  patriotic  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  the  country 
then  in  the  midst  of  the  fiery  trials  of  the  civil  war.  In 
1866,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  he  was  chosen 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  and  again  in  1867, 
filling  the  office  for  two  years  with  dignity  and  honor. 
While  in  the  West  he  wrote  much  for  the  newspapers 
on  the  political  questions  of  the  times,  and  in  1851  he 
delivered  an  oration  at  commencement  before  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Brown  University,  which  was 
published.  Its  subject  was  "  Some  of  the  difficulties 
attending  the  administration  of  a  free  government."  He 
always  cherished  a  warm  interest  in  the  institutions  and 
the  history  of  his  native  State,  in  which  his  ancestors 
for  several  generations  had  been  distinguished  citizens. 
He  became  a  life  member  of  this  Society  in  1872,  and 
by  many  generous  gifts  and  kindly  services  he  showed 
his  appreciation  of  the  objects  which  it  is  designed  to 
promote. 

The  llev.  Comfort  Edwin  Barrows,  D.  D.,  died  in 
Newport,  December  26,  1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years  and  fifteen  days.  He  was  born  in  Attleborough, 
Mass.,  December  11,  1831.  He  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  Pierce  Academy,  Middleborough,  Mass.,  and 
graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1858.  He  studied 
theology  at  the  Theological  Institution  in  Newton, Mass., 
and  was  ordained  and  settled  as  minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  South  Dan  vers  (now  Peabody),  Mass.,  on  De- 
cember 25,  1861.  In  March,  1865,  he  removed  to  New- 
port and  became  the  minister  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  that  city.     This    Church,  next  to  the  First    Baptist 


NECROLOGY.  77 

Church  in  Providence,  is  the  oldest  Baptist  Church  in 
America,  Its  first  minister  and  principal  founder  was 
the  Rev.  John  Clarke,  who  was  one  of  the  most  hon- 
ored of  the  settlers  of  Newport.  In  this  ancient  his- 
toric church  Mr.  Barrows  found  a  congenial  sphere  of 
service  as  a  Christian  pastor,  and  here  he  spent  the  re- 
maining eighteen  years  of  his  life.  He  died  after  a 
brief  illness,  of  pneumonia,  in  the  midst  of  a  career  of 
great  usefulness  and  honored  with  the  growing  respect 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

He  was  a  scholar  of  varied  acquirements  and  was  es- 
pecially fond  of  historical  studies.  Only  a  little  time 
before  his  death  he  had  delivered  a  series  of  discourses 
suggested  by  the  four  hundredth  birthday  of  the  great 
Reformer,  on  Martin  Luther  and  his  principal  associates 
in  the  Reformation.  He  had  devoted  much  attention  to 
the  history  of  the  older  Baptist  Churches  in  Rhode 
Island  and  their  most  eminent  ministers  in  former  gen- 
erations. He  had  also  taken  a  scholar's  interest  in  study- 
ing the  early  ecclesiastical  history  of  Newport — a  town 
which  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  alone 
of  all  the  towns  in  the  country,  presented  the  extraordi- 
nary spectacle  of  congregations  of  Baptists,  Quakers, 
Congregationalists,  Episcopalians,  Moravians,  Sabbata- 
rians and  Jews,  all  gathered  from  the  same  community 
and  cherishing  a  reciprocal  good  will  each  for  the  others. 
To  subjects  thus  suggested  by  his  position  as  a  minister 
in  Newport,  most  of  his  few  published  writings  relate. 
These  consist  of  articles  in  magazines  and  reviews,  and 
of  a  few  occasional  sermons.  Of  the  latter,  the  most 
important  are  a  discourse  on  the  history  of  the  ancient 
church  of  wliich  he  was  the   minister,  and   a   discourse 
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on  the  life  of  Benjamin  B.  Howlaud,  a  venerable  mem- 
ber of  his  church,  who  held  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
town  and  city  of  Newport  for  fifty  years,  and  who  was 
more  than  any  other  man  of  his  time,  the  liA'ing  embod- 
iment of  its  local  history.  For  some  months  past  he 
had  been  engaged  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  on 
Publications  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  in 
editing  the  Diary  of  the  Rev.  John  Comer,  one  of  his 
predecessors  in  the  charge  of  the  church  at  Newport, 
from  1725  to  17'29.  In  1881  he  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  Colby  irniversity,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Brown  University,  the  place  of  his  educa- 
tion. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society  in  1881. 
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Read  by  Dr.  Parsoiss    at  Quarterly  Meeting,  Octo- 
ber, 1,883. 


[Provi]dence  24    I'i     56  so  called 
[24tli  February,   1657.] 

Arthur  \'enner  oue  of  ye  Towne  Deputies 

I  vnderstand  yt  ye  Last  night  (to  the  disturbance  & 
dangerous  breach  of  his  Highnes  peace  in  this  Colony 
&  Countrey)  you  furthered  ye  tumultuous  Actings  of 
divei's  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  this  Towne  of  Providence : 
In  well  you  rescued  a  prisoner  from  ye  officers  of  ye 
honrd  Govment  of  ye  Massachusets  as  they  quietly 
passed  through  this  Towne. 

I  am  forced  therefore  (according  to  ye  trust  reposed 
in  me)  to  make  this  my  Sollerane  Protestation  agst  such 
disorderly  &  dangerous  Courses,  &  yt  for  these  Reasons. 

First,  ye  Person  whom  you  rescued  (by  yor  owne  Con- 
fession &  his)  is  a  subject  to  a  Forraignc  Nation  (ye 
Dutch)  &:  howevei"  it  hath  pleased  ye  Massachusets  to 
act  with  him  as  with  their  subject  (as  they  judge  &  him- 
self hath  formerly  professed)  :  yet  you  by  yr  owne  Con- 
fessions have  nothing  to  doe  with  him,  otherwise  then 
as  now  you  have  put  in  yor  necks  for  his  (in  case  he  es- 
cape :)  you  having  no  more  power  to  send  him  to  New- 
port then  to  Boston,  nor  no  more  heart  to  provide  pris- 
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ons  then  you  have  to  provide  stocks :  vntill  Newport  & 
Portsmouth  put  forth  themselves  to  yt  cost  &  care  they 
have  bene  at. 

Secondly,  If  you  say  he  was  bound  to  a  Triall  hi  this 
Colonic  ;  I  answere  this  is  a  rotten  Foundation  to  build 
high  Actings  on.  For  ye  truth  is  (having  no  prison  pro- 
vided) I  was  forced  a  Bond  for  his  Appearance  in  May 
before  ye  Gen  :  Court  of  Commrs  at  Newport,  &  not 
for  any  triall  for  ye  Direction  of  yt  Gen :  Court, 

either  for  a  triall,  or  for  a  discharging  of  him,  or  a  sur- 
rendring  him  to  his  former  or  present  (professed)  Gov- 
rnors  ye  Massachusct  or  ye  Dutch . 

Thirdly  you  therefore  arrogate  a  power  over  ye  Col- 
ony, since  yt  Pawtuxet  js  a  Case  yet  depending  between 
ye  Genii.  Court  of  ye  Massachus :  &  ye  Gen.  Court  of 
this  Colony,  I  say  this  Extraordinary  Case  js  before  them. 

Fourthly  ye  same  power  you  arrogate  ye  high  Court 
ofParliamt.,  &  his  Highncs  ye  Lo:  Protector  before 
whome  this  matter  of  Pawtuxet  hath  Long  depended, 
they  hoping  (to  my  knowledge)  yt  among  orselves  yt 
Fire  might  out. 

Ob :  If  you  say  ye  Massachusets  doe  ye  same  :  I  an- 
swere yt  will  not  excuse  vs.  "idly  they  doe  not  rescue 
a  prisoner  of  ours  :  For  he  was  free  to  follow  his  Oc- 
casions all  Winter  &  yc  Spring,  vntill  May,  upon  no 
great  bond  :  But  now  he  was  &  js  a  prisoner  triable  for 
Felonie  (or  some  in  his  stead  if  he  escape)  3dly  ye  Mas- 
sachusets have  a  fairer  plea  before  all  ye  World  then 
we  have  any  Coulor  for  :  Since  ye  Inhabitants  of  Paw- 
tuxet have  all  along  renounced  subjection  unto  vs,  & 
sollemnly  &  absolutely  subjected  themselves  to  ye  Mas- 
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sachusets,  who  have  a  long  time  protected  them  from  vs 
in  all  thejr  Complaints  agst  vs. 

Fiftly:  this  you  did  in  an  vnlawfuU  Towne  meeting, 
wch  hath  as  you  know  bene  a  long  time  at  3  dayes 
warning,  though  jt  hath  bene  but  to  make  a  Law  for  a 
shilling  matter 

Ob  :  If  you  say  yr  case  is  sudden  :  I  say  if  you  were 
not  resolved  to  contemne  all  officers  you  * 

*  Towne  Deputies  :  you  know 

you  have  gen  :  officers       *       the  Colony  :  you  know  you 
have  a  Towne  Councell :  &  a  councell  of  Warr      * 
so  that  you  are  provided  for  in  Order  for  peace  &  war, 
&.  are  not  *  to  divulge  yor  Affaires  of  either 

Peace  or  War  before  ye  World  * 

into  sudden  fires  by  subtle  &  furious  plottes  * 

you  yt  all  Libertie  is  gone,  except  every  Man  be  an  offi- 
cer. 

Sixtly  you  cast  scorne  &  contempt  vpon  yor  officers, 
from  whome  you  desired  not  Information  or  satisfaction  : 
so  yt  I  am  forced  to  discharge  my  Trust  &  to  acquit  my 
selfe  from  all  these  Contempts  agst  yor  officers,  agst  the 
Colony,  agst  ye  honrd  Govrment  of  ye  Massachusets,  & 
agst  his  Highnes  peace  in  Towne  &  Countrey. 

These  things  I  pray  you  lay  to  heart,  &  consider  of 
them  (in  ye  feare  of  God)  &  the  consequents  of  them. 

Roger  Williams,  Presidt, 
Arthur  Venner    &  ye  Inhabitants  of  Providence  whom 
these  concerne. 

*Manuscript  imperfect. 
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INSTITUTIONS   AND   CORPORATIONS 


FROM   WHICH   GIFTS   HAVE  BEEN    RECEIVED. 


American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

American  Pliilosoiihical  Society,  Pliiladel- 
phia. 

Arion  Club,  Providence. 

Astor  Library,  New  York  City. 

Berkeley  School,  Providence. 

Boston  Associated  Charities,  Boston. 

Boston  Public  Libr.iry,  Boston. 

Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Co.,  Bos- 
ton. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners,  Boston. 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    ' 

Brown  University,  Providence. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Bufl'alo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Canonicus  Memorial  Committee  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Provi- 
dence. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago,  111. 

Chicago  West  Park  Commissioners,  Chica- 
go- 
Chicago  So.  Park  Commissioners,  Chicago. 

Chief  of  Engineers.lTS.  A.,  Washington, D.C. 

Children's  Friend  Society.  Providence. 

Congressional  Library,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Davenport  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 
Iowa. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Fort  Ninigret,  Committee  appointed  by  the 
R.  I.  Historical  Society,  to  attend  the 
dedication  of. 

Friends  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah. 

Hopkins,  Johns,  Universitj',  Baltimore. 

Interior  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Iowa  State  Librarj',  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Irrepressible  Society,  Providence. 

Kansas  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Kas. 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia. 

Lisbon  Royal  Academy  of  Science,  Portu- 
gal. 

Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

Lowell  Old  Residents'  Historical  Associa- 
tion, Lowell,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston. 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing. 

Michigan  University,  Ann  Arbor.  Micb. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.Paul,Minn. 

Montreal  Societe  Ilistorique,  Montreal,  Ca. 

National  Fire  Insurance  Company,  60  Wall 
St.,  New  York  City. 

New  Brunswick  Historical  Society,  St.  John, 
N.  B. 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society, 
Boston. 

New  London  County  Historical  Society,  New 
Loudon,  Ct. 


New  York  (Jentral  Park  Meteorological 
Observatory,  New  York  City. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York 
City. 

New  York  State  Library,  Albany. 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
New  York  City. 

New  .Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark, 
N.  J. 

Norwegian  Societ}'  for  Preserving  Antiqui- 
ties, Kristiania,  Nor. 

Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Halifax, 
N.  S. 

Peabody  Fund,  Trustees  of.  New  York  Citj'. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Pennsylvania,  Secretary  of  State,  Harris- 
burg,  Pa. 

Philadelphia  Library  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian 
Society,  Philadelphia. 

Polytecuic  Society,  Louisburg,  Ky. 

Providence  Chihlren's  Friend  Society. 

Providence  City  Government. 

Providence  Athenieum,  Providence. 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence. 

Quebec  Literary  and  Historical  Society, 
Quebec,  Can. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  Health,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  State  Charities, 
Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  State,  Providence. 

Royal  Historical  Society,  11  Chandos  St., 
Cavendish  Square,  W.  London. 

Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquarians.Co- 
penhagen,  Denmark. 

San  Francisco  Library  Association,  Cal. 

Signal  Service  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Swan  Point  Cemetery  Corporation,  Provi- 
dence. 

Tuft's  College,  College  Hill,  Mass. 

United  States  Coast  Survey,  W.  Powell, 
Director,  Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Geological  and  Geographical 
Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Va. 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  Madison,Wis. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquities,  Worces- 
ter, Mass. 

Wyoming  Historical  and  Geological  Socie- 
ty, Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

Young  Ladies'  Mission  Board,  Providence. 
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PERSONS 

FROM    WHOM   GIFTS    HAVE   BEEN   RECEIVED. 


Addeman,  J.  M.,  Providence. 
Aldricli,  Nelson  W.,  Providence. 
Allen,  J.  K.,  Lansing,  Mich. 
Allen,  Miss  Oandace,  Providence. 
Allen,  Zachariah,  family  of,  Providence. 
Amsbury,  Israel,  Providence. 
Andrews,  Rev.  I.  W.,  Marietta,  O. 
Anthony,  Henry  B.,  Providence. 
Anthony,  Mrs.  Sarah  W.,  Providence. 
Arnold,  Isaac  N.,  Chicago,  111. 
Arnold,  James  N.,  Hamilton.  R.  I. 
Arnold,  Mrs.  Louisa  C;.,  Providence. 
Bailey,  William  M.,  Providence. 
Backus,  Thomas,  Danielsonville,  Ct. 
Baker,  George  11  ,  National  Home,  Wis. 
Ballon,  Frederic  M.,  Providence. 
Bartlett,  John  R.,  Providence. 
Barton,  Henry,  Providence. 
Barstow,  Misses  E.  T.  &  L.  11., Providence. 
Beckwith,  Ilenr}'  T., 'Providence. 
Behrends,  Rev.  A.  J.  ¥.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Bicknell,  Thomas  \V.,  Boston. 
Bigelow,  Marshall  T.  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Blackstonc,  L  ,  Norwich,  Ct. 
Blake,  Charles,  Providence. 
Boutwell,  Francis  Marrion,  Groton,  Mas.!?. 
Bowen,  Mrs.  Henry  L.,  Newport. 
Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.,  57  W.  Brookline  Street, 

Boston. 
Brinley,  Francis,  Newport. 
Breck,  AVilliam,  Providence. 
Brinton,  Dr.  Daniel  G.,  Philadelphia. 
Brewster,  Mrs,  J.  M.,  Providence. 
Brown,  William  E.,  Providence. 
Bullock,  Miss  Julia,  Providence. 
Buttre,  J.  C,  New  York  City. 
Burdick,A.  B.,  Providence. 
Burrough,  Frank  M. 
Caldwell,  Augustine,  Ipswich,  Mass. 
Cameron,  Ambury  &  Co.,  New  York  City. 


Capen,  Rev.  Elmer  H.,  College  Hill,  Mass. 

Carpenter,  George  M.,  Providence. 

Clark,  Bishop  Thomas  M,  Providence. 

Clarke,  George  L.,  Providence. 

Clarke,  Robert  &  Co.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Cleveland,  H.  W.  S.,  Chicago. 

Chace,  Darius,  Providence. 

Chase,  George  H.,  Boston. 

Clubb,  Rev.  Henry  S.,  Philadelphia. 

Cobb,  Samuel  C,  Boston. 

Cogswell,  William  F.,  Beverly,  N.  J. 

(Jongdon, Charles,  25  Pine  Street,  New  York 

City. 
Cooke,  George  Lewis,  Providence. 
Coombs,  II.  M.  &  Co.,  Providence. 
Crins,  William  H.,  Providence. 
Cross,  Samuel  H.,  Providence. 
Deane,  Charles,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Dean,  John  Ward,  Boston. 
Dean,  Sidney,  Warren. 
Denison,  Charles  H  ,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Denison,  Rev.  Frederic,  Providence. 
DePeyster,  J.  W.,  Tivoli,  Duchess  Co  ,N.Y. 
Dodge,  James  H.,  Boston. 
Dowe,  A.  W.,  Ipswich.  Mass. 
Doj'le,  Thomas  A.,  Providence. 
Draper,  Dr.  Daniel,  New  York  City. 
Drown,  Arthur  W. ,  Providence. 
Drowne,  Henry  T.,  60  Wall  St.,  New  York. 
Drowne,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Garden  City,N.Y. 
Dunster,  Samuel,  Attleboro  Falls,  Mass. 
Dyer,  J.  C,  Providence. 
Edwards,  John  H.,  26  .Sheldon  Street,  Provi. 

dencc. 
Ely,  William  D.,  Providence. 
Ely,  Mrs.  William  D.,  Providence. 
Ely,  Mrs.  Richard  S.,  373  5th  Avenue,  New 

York  City. 
Evans,  Elisha  S.,  Providence. 
Everett,  Richmond  P.,  Providence. 
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raruham,  J.  E.  C,  Pi-ovidence. 

Folsom,  Albert  A.,  Boston. 

Fearing,  Albert  C,  Jr.,  ISDoane  St.,  Boston. 

Fisher,  Dr.  Charles  H.,  Seituate,  R.  I. 

Fletcher,  E.  Dix,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Foster,  William  E.,  Providence. 

Fox,  Rev.  Norman,  164  W.  56th  Street,  New 
York  City. 

Freeman,  E.  L.  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Frieze,  Henry  S.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Gardiner,  Curtis  C,  404  Market  St., St. Louis, 
Mo. 

Goodwin,  John  A.,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Goodwin,  Miss  Sarah  W.,  Providence. 

Greene,  George  II.,  Lansing,  Mich. 

(ireen.  Arnold,  Providence. 

Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston. 

Gray,  Samuel  M.,  Providence. 

Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Providence. 

Gulliver,  Mrs.  Mary,  Pawtucket. 

Hale,  Horatio,  Clinton,  Ontario  Co.,  Can. 

Hart,  Charles  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Harris,  Edward  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Hazard,  Rowland  G.,  Peachdale. 

Hazard,  Thomas  R.,  Portsmouth. 

Hazen,  William  B.,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington. 

Hayward,  William  S.,  Providence. 

Holbrook,  Albert,  Providence. 

Holden,  John,  Providence. 

Holmes,  Nathaniel,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Howland,  Franklin,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Hough,  Franklin  B.,  Lowville,  N.  Y. 

Hubbard,  L.  P.,  80  Wall  Street,  New  York 
City. 

Hull,  Richard  L.,  Providence. 

Jencks,  Albert  V.,  Providence. 

Jenkins,  J.  H.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Jenkins,  Steuben,  Wyoming,  Pa. 

Jones,  Augustine,  Providence. 

Jones,  C.  C,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Joslin,  L.  K.,  Providence. 

Kilburn,  Mrs.  Mary  E.,  Providence. 

King,  Moses,  Cambridge.  Mass. 

King.  William  Dehon,  Berkeley,  Mass. 

King,  W.  W.,  Boston. 

Lester,  J.  Erastus,  Providence. 

Lincoln,  Frederic  W.,  Boston. 

Lyman,  Mrs.  M.  H.,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Lyon,  Messrs.  Merrick  and  Emory,  Provi- 
dence. 

Mason,  George  C,  Newport. 

Mason,  Norman  N.,  Providence. 

Maxwell,,  Mrs.  C.  E.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mauran,  James  E.,  Newport. 

McKim,   William    W.,  246    Federal    .Street, 
Boston. 


Meade,  George. 

Mills,  Mrs.  Joanna  E.,  Needham,  Mass. 
Mowry,  William  A.,  Providence. 
Muller,  Frederic  &  Co.,  Amstwdam,  Hoi. 
Newell.  Dr.  Timothy,  Providence. 
Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Olney,  James  H.,  Providence. 
Pabodic,  Benjamin  F.,  Providence. 
Parsons,  Dr.  Charles  W.,  Providence. 
Parkhurst,  Charles  H.,  Providence. 
Parish,  Jeremiah  S.,  Providence. 
Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  Providence. 
Peet,  Rev.  Stephen  D.,  Clinton,  Wis. 
Pierce,  Frederic  C,  Rockport.  111. 
Pierce,  J.  B.,  North  Kingstown. 
Perry,  Amos,  Providence. 
Perry,  Rev.  Henry  G.,  Chicago,  111. 
Perry,  Bishop  William  Stevens,  Davenport, 

Iowa. 
Phillips,  Henry,  Jr. 
Porter,  Rev.  Emory  M.,  Pawtucket. 
Preble,  Rear  Admiral  George  H.,  Brook- 
line,  Mass. 

Randolph,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Sherburn,  Che- 
nango Co.,  N.  Y. 
Raikes,  G.  A.,  London. 
Rauch,  G.  W  ,  Lexington,  Ky. 
Reid,  Messrs.  J.  A.  &  R.  A.,  Providence. 
Rice,  Franklin  P.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Richmond,  Mrs.  Frank  E.,  Providence. 

Rider,  Sidney  S.,  Providence. 

Riley,  Charles  V.,  Providence. 

Risley,  Rev.  John  E.,  Providence. 

Root  &  Jenckes,  Messrs.,  Tribune  Building, 
New  York  City. 

Rost,  Alexander,  Providence. 

Russell,  Charles  H.,  New  York  City. 

Rhodes,  Edward  S.,  Providence. 

Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Sehaif,  J.  Thomas,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Scholfield,  A.  G.,  Providence. 

Schonwalder,  Dr.  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 

Shaw,  Joseph  A..  Providence. 

Shepard.  Mrs.  Thomas  P.,  Providend*. 

Sheridan,  Philip  11.,  Chicago. 

Shove,  Samuel,  Pawtucket. 

Smith,  Charles  Morris,  Providence. 

Smith,  Clinton  H.,  New  York  City. 

Smith,  Sanford  B.,  Providence. 

Smucker,  Isaac,  Newark,  Ohio. 

Soule  &  Bugbee,  Messrs.,  37  Court  Street, 
Boston. 

Southwick  Isaiic  H.,  Providence. 

Southwick,  Isaac  H.,  Jr.,  Providence. 

.Stanhope,  .James  Ringe,  Boston. 

Steere.  Henry  J.,  Providence. 
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Stockwell,  J.  C,  25  Ann  Street,  New  York 
City. 

Stockwell,  Thomas  B.,  Providence. 

Stone,  Rev.  Edwin  M.,  Providence. 

Stone,  L.  M.  E.,  Providence. 

Stone,  Waterman,  Providence. 

Sweetzer,  Rev.  A.  II.,  Providence. 

Taft,*RJclimond  &  Guild,  Masters,  Provi- 
dence. 

Taylor,  Daniel  A.,  Providence. 

Thomas,  Rev.  P.,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Thomas,  Lawrence  Buckley,  Pontiac. 

Tibhitts,  William  T.,  Providence. 

yibbitts  &  Shaw,  Providence. 


TravBi-,  Mrs.  W.  II.,  Providence. 
Tucker,  W.  W.,  48  Franklin  St.,  Boston. 
Tyler,  Casey  B.,  Centerville. 
Van  Vooris,  Elias  W.,  New  Y'ork  City. 
Walker,  John  P.,  Providence. 
Webb,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Providence. 
West,  Charles  E.,  New  York  City. 
Wheeler,  Richard  A.,  Stonington.  Ct. 
Wheeler,  George  M.,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington. 
Wliitteniore,  D.  R.,  Providence. 
White,  Addison  H.,  Providence. 
Williams,  N.  Bangs,  Providence. 
Williams,  Jedeidah,  Providence. 
Willard,  Rev.  A.  ¥.,  Providence. 
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LIBRARY  WANTS  SUGGESTED. 


Acts  of  the  Elders,  commonly  called  the  Book  of  Abraham,  1845-6. 

Allen  and  Winter  Family  Genealogies,  Salem,  1872. 

Almanacks,  R.  B.  Thomas's,  1793,  94,  95  —  1853,  54,  5G,  57,  59,  62.  67,  69, 
70. 

Almanacs,  Rhode  Island,  186G,  67,  68,  69,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75,  78,  79. 

Ammidown,  Holmes,  Collections,  in  two  volumes. 

Angell,  Oliver  —  A  set  of  his  school  books. 

Arnold,  Isaac  N.,  Life  of  Benedict  Arnold,  Chicago,  1880. 

Burke's  Works  on  Heraldry. 

Congdon,  J.  W.  — Analytical  Class  Book  of  Botany, 

Encyclopaedia,  British,  American,  Johnson's  or  Appleton's. 

Family  genealogies,  town  histories,  and  sketches  of  persons,  places  and 
institutions  in  Rhode  Island,  especially  solicited. 

Seal  or  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  of  any  corporation, 
society  or  family  in  the  State,  written  or  ])rinted  historical  sketches 
of. 

Goodwin,  John  A.     Pilgrim  Republic,  1884. 

Gorton,  Samuel.     Antidote  against  the  Common  Plague  of  the  World,  1657. 
"  "  Copie  of  an  Answer  to  Nathaniel  Morton's  New   England 

Memorial,  1660. 

Greene,  Francis  H.     Primary  Class  Book  of  Botany,  1854. 

Greene,  G.  W.      German  Element  in  the  Revolution. 
"  "  Biographical  Studies,  New  York,  1860. 

"  "  Various  School  Manuals  and  Primary  Lessons. 

Hallet's  Report  of  the  E.  K.  Avery  Trial. 

Hicks,  Ransom.     The  Millerites  Confession. 

Hildreth's  Report  of  the  E.  K.  Avery  Trial. 

Hitchcock,  Enos.     The  Farmer's  Friend,  Boston,  1792. 

Hollister,  G.  A.     Mount  Hope,  or  Philip,  King  of  the  Wampanoags. 

Hacker  Hall  and  Family,  Date  of  an  article  in  the  Providence  Journal  rela- 
tive to. 

Lawrence  Family  Genealogy,  by  Thomas  Lawrence  of  Providence,  New 
York,  18.")8. 
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Law's  Spirit  of  Prayer,  1823. 

Lippincotf  s  Biographical  Dictionary. 

Lippincott's  Gazetteer. 

Massachusetts  Artillery  Election  Sermons  for  the  years  1832,  1H36,  and  1863, 

and  for  each  year  between  1G38  and  1827,  except  for  1740,  1744,  1771, 

1774,  1790,  1807,  1810,  1819  and  1820. 
McSparren's  America  Dissected,  Dublin,  1753. 
New  York  Genealogy  and  Biographical  Record,  full  set. 
Paige,  Lucius  R.     Histories  of  Cambridge  and  Hardwick,  Mass. 
Pawtucket  Directory,  Nos.  1  (18fi8-9),  14,  15. 
Perry,  Com.  M.  C.     Japan  Expedition,  vols.  1  and  2. 
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